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RE-DESIGN OF TOWNSHIP WEBSITE UPDATE 

 

We anticipate that the website will be launched by the end of January 2016. We have 

worked very hard to gather pertinent information in order to provide our visitors with 

the most updated information possible. This has caused us to be slightly delayed 

from our original goal of having the website published by the end of 2015. If you 

are involved in a township organization or department and would like to have 

something published to the website or Our Town TV station, please email it to 

Christine Genuario at CGenuario@saddlebrooknj.gov. or Joe Obiso at  

jobiso@jkoconsulting.com.  

 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 

Budget Deadline 

 

Business Administrator Peter Lo Dico and I have met with department heads during 

the month of December 2015. The department heads completed budget worksheets 

for their projected fiscal requirements for 2016, but were asked not to exceed the 

state required spending cap for budget appropriations. We now have until February 

12th to prepare and submit the budget to the council. 

  

GRANT WRITER UPDATE 

 

Public Service Gas & Electric (PSE&G) Energy Efficient Grant 
  

Our grant writer is continuing to monitor and follow up with this grant. All audit 

access forms for the Direct Install (Energy Efficient) Program have been completed 

for five (5) possible municipal facilities including Engine Co. # 1, Hook and Ladder 

Co. # 1, Engine Co. # 2, the Department of Public Works and Police Department. 

Free audits were conducted at each site and a proposal listing the cost to install 

energy efficiency improvements recommended in the audit. These improvements 

typically include new lighting and heating / air conditioning upgrades. PSE&G will 

pay 100 percent of the cost to install the recommended energy efficiency measures 

with the participating customer repaying 30 percent either in a lump sum or interest 

free on their PSE&G bill over 36 months. 
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Assistance to Firefighters Grant 2015 

 

This grant provides financial assistance directly to fire departments to enhance their 

capabilities with respect to fire and fire-related hazards. The primary goal is to help 

fire departments meet their firefighting and emergency response needs. It seeks to 

support organizations that lack the tools and resources necessary to more effectively 

protect the public and their emergency response personnel. Assistance has been 

provided to our fire officials in preparing the application for this and other related 

grants. 

 

 

Other Grants Opportunities 

 

Looking at USDA Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program which targets 

sewer repairs, pumping station upgrades and catch basin repairs. This program 

assists towns that are not otherwise able to obtain commercial credit on reasonable 

terms. Long-term, low interest loans are available and if funds are available, grants 

may be combined with a loan if necessary to keep use costs reasonable.  

 

A similar grant which targets the same is FY 2016 Economic Development 

Assistance (EDA) Programs, which offers grant or loan assistance of at least 

$100,000 up to $300,000. Generally, the amount of an EDA award may not exceed 

50 percent of the total cost of the project.  

 

Police Worn Body Cameras 

Our police department was approved for $7,500 for 15 body cameras. This award 

was part of $2.5 million provided by the NJ Attorney General’s Office for police 

departments across New Jersey to purchase body-worn cameras for their officers. 

Departments around the state applied for this grant, which was financed using state 

forfeiture funds, to help buy the cameras.  The cameras cost about $500.00 each, 

including docking and charging stations. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

300th Anniversary Committee 

 

The 300th Anniversary Committee met on Wednesday, December 16th. A calendar 

of events was discussed including the placement of pole banners throughout the 

township highlighting and commemorating our 300th Anniversary. Banners will be 

sponsored by local businesses and interested parties. Banners will be hung March 

through October 2016 and once taken down, presented to the business or other who 

sponsored the banner. We will also have a dedication and placement of a monument 

and / or gazebo on a township site to be named Tri-Centennial Park. The January 7th, 

2016 council meeting was selected as the anniversary kick-off announcement. We 

are also planning a historic presentation from Bergen County Clerk John Hogan at 

the March council meeting, a formal dinner and program event to celebrate our 

anniversary sometime in May, a 300th anniversary parade float at our annual 

Memorial Day parade and a 300th anniversary picnic and concert in the park.  

 

Mayor’s Youth Group 

 

Saturday, December 19th, the Mayor's Youth Group met to discuss the Group's 

involvement in upcoming events, which included the Township Holiday Decorating 

Contest and 300th Anniversary Committee. After the meeting we celebrated the 

holiday season with a pizza party and a good time was had by all. Special thanks to 

Ms. JoAnn Brendel for attending and taking photos. 

 

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

AARP Christmas Party 

 

Our local AARP Chapter 3785 held its annual Christmas party on Tuesday, 

December 8th at The Elan, U.S. 46, Lodi. There was music by Peter Lieberman: One 

Man Band and our seniors had fun dancing the night away.  We were very fortunate 

to have professional singer / musician Cyre Rodriguez join us to sing God Bless 

America as well as some of our other favorite holiday songs.  The event was also the 

kickoff for our 2016 300th anniversary celebration. Member, Barbara Caldiero did a 

presentation illustrating our town’s history as written in the book, A Portrait of Our 

Past, by the late Jack WasDyke. We sang Happy Birthday to the town enjoyed 

delicious birthday cake. I’d like to thank the executive board of AARP for doing an  

amazing job planning and organizing the event.  



 
 
 

Community Partnership Meeting 

 

On Wednesday, December 9th, leaders of Saddle Brook had its first Community 

Partnership meeting at the Senior Center. The group comprised of township leaders 

with a vision of greater collaboration, communication, unity and service to those in 

the township that are less fortunate or in need. I hosted the meeting, which was 

moderated by Pastor Christopher Wolf of First Reformed Church. Our next 

meeting will be held in March 2016. 

 

Police Officer Graduation 12/20/16 

 

I want to congratulate and welcome our new police officers who graduated from the 

Bergen County Police Academy on Friday, December 20th. Police Officers Joseph 

Scrafani, Peter Romero and Timothy Parisi completed their basic training and are 

now serving our community. We look forward to their service to the residents and 

wish them the very best in their new police officer duties.  

 

Holiday Decorating Contest 

 

On Tuesday, December 22nd the Mayor’s Youth Group had lots of fun touring the 

town to judge the homes that registered for the Holiday Decorating Contest. The 

group, driven by Senior Center Bus Driver Howard Rofofsky, was thrilled to witness 

all the artistic and imaginative effort township residents put into making their homes 

beautiful and festive for the holidays. The top three contestants were invited to attend 

the township council meeting on January 7th, 2016 where a certificate and prize were 

awarded. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who participated in the 

contest. 

 

UPDATE ON SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 

DPW Roof 

 

The roof is nearing completion and preliminary estimates suggest that the project 

will be completed approximately $5,000 under budget. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

DPW Salt Shed  

 

The concrete block walls for the salt shed are in place and the floor has been paved.  

Materials, have been ordered for the roof (fabrication of metal trusses and exterior 

fabric), which we expect delivered before February 1st.  

 

Veterans Field Bathrooms and Concession Stand  

 

Our engineer is looking to set up a meeting between the architect and township 

representatives to move forward on creating architectural plans for this construction 

project. Council President Camilleri and I will form a sub-committee to meet with 

the involved professionals. 

 

Fifth Street Drainage 

 

The township will be going out to bid for the next phase of drainage upgrades to 

Fifth Street, which includes cleaning out the culvert that runs behind the commercial 

properties on the west side of Fifth Street from Market Street to Route 46. The bid 

documents are in the final review stage. 

 

Township Recycling Project 

 

DPW secretary / recycling coordinator Joan Ramsey has implemented a township 

recycling project, which is a requirement of her recycling coordinator training at 

Rutgers University. Joan has chosen “Dunk Your Kicks”, which is a program 

organized by the Max for Cure Foundation. They goal of the program is to collect 

and recycle sneakers that would normally end up in landfills to distribute to less 

fortunate nations and use proceeds from the sneaker to purchase clothing and 

medicine for military and low income families in the United States who have 

children suffering with cancer.  Boxes have been placed at town hall, library and 

senior center for residents to drop off slightly worn sneakers. Please consider 

donating to this worthy cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Update on Road Construction Projects 

 

After several months of being closed to traffic, Rochelle Avenue between Essex 

Street and Railroad Avenue in Rochelle Park has been re-opened for motorists. The 

road closure and detour had created volumes of traffic entering Saddle Brook and 

causing additional traffic congestion at the intersection of Market Street and Saddle 

River Road. 

 

There has been additional construction as part of PSE&G’s Energy Strong Program, 

which consists of replacing gas lines in streets just north of Market Street between 

Saddle River Road and West Street and some streets just south of Market including 

Bella Vista, Central Ave, Woodward, Williams, Miller and Coger. These new gas 

lines will prevent water from entering the mains and increase the reliability of gas 

service in areas prone to flooding during storms. 

 

Since January 4th, Saddle River Road has been closed between Market Street and 

Railroad Avenue from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday through Friday and is 

scheduled to be completed January 14th.  Police are detouring traffic, but expect 

delays in the area. 

 


