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Transition Team 

 
I assembled a strong and experienced transition team comprised of individuals who were able to 
bring knowledge, experience and leadership to this process.  I appreciated their participation in 
helping me facilitate a smooth transition so that we were able to hit the ground running.  The 
transition team was comprised of several committees, each formed to gather information about a 
variety of essential topics. During my campaign, I pledged to bring transparency to government 
and to increase community involvement.  Being fully committed and wanting to bring positive 
change to the township, I am attempting to engage and update our community through our 
township website, use of social media (Facebook page) and the Saddle Brook Cable Television 
(SBCTV).   
 

Accessible at Town Hall 
 

As your Mayor, I feel it’s very important to make myself available and accessible to all residents 
at the town hall.  I urge you to come by to talk with me and share your ideas on how we can 
work together to improve the town.  Shortly after taking office, at the suggestion of Councilman 
Accomando, I requested assistance from Bergen County Sheriff, Michael Saudino, to use inmate 
labor program to paint the interior of town hall.  With assistance of our Department of Public 
Works staff, the inmates completed the job in six work days. They did a fantastic job and the 
appearance of town hall has been greatly enhanced with minimal labor costs. Thank you Sheriff 
Saudino and Councilman Accomando for facilitating use of inmate labor program. 
 

Budget 

 
Township Business Administrator Peter Lo Dico and I met with all department heads to review 
their annual budget requests.  At the beginning of January, we adopted a temporary operating 
budget and in the coming weeks will prepare a permanent budget for submission to the township 
council.  The council will then hold public hearings, make amendments as necessary and vote to 
adopt the budget.  Once adopted the budget is forwarded to the State for final approval. 
 

Saddle Brook Cable Television (SBCTV)  

 

After November’s election, the outgoing administration failed to videotape and air any township 
council meetings on SBCTV channels.  The bulletin board for township notifications was not 
updated so the station was broadcasting outdated information.  The council and I are working 
very hard to restore SBCTV and are currently in the process of getting proposals to contract the 
services of video production companies to tape and broadcast our township council meetings, 
special occasions and sporting events. This service would also include managing the township 
informational bulletin board that appears on our SBCTV cable channels.  This is one of my 
highest priorities in order to be open and transparent to the residents of Saddle Brook. 
 



Veteran’s Field 

 

The Veteran’s Field turf project is underway and the turf field is on schedule to finish this year 
by the spring.  Councilman Joseph Camilleri is the township representative overseeing the 
project and has been working closely and meeting with the contractor Field Turf, assigned 
engineer Robert Costa, Township Recreation Director Joseph Setticase and various recreation 
commissioners to ensure that construction is going according to plans.   Phase II of the project, 
which involves constructing a new snack stand and bathroom facilities, should start immediately 
after the turf is installed. We are looking forward to our youth playing on a state-of-the-art 
synthetic field with proper drainage that will allow our athletes to play in all types of weather 
conditions.  
 

School Liaison 

 

Councilman Todd Accomando has been assigned the responsibility of serving as Liaison to the 
Saddle Brook School District.  His role is to establish an ongoing rapport with members of the 
Board of Education and school administration in hopes of improving communication and 
enhancing the relationship between the township and school district.  In serving as Liaison, 
Councilman Accomando will schedule meetings with Board of Education representatives to 
discuss issues affecting both governing bodies and ensure that both sets of officials are kept 
abreast of important activities and information.  All items requiring legislative action will be 
brought to the full Council by the Liaison.  

 

Projects and Activities 
 

Councilwoman Karen D’Arminio has been assigned the Liaison to the Projects and Activities 
Committee. The purpose of this Committee is to develop, organize, and prepare for special 
events such as the township’s Easter Egg Hunt, Memorial Day Parade, Picnic, Fireworks, Trunk 
or Treat and Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, etc. This Committee works very closely with 
the Mayor’s Youth Advisory Board as well as other civic and volunteer groups to provide 
enjoyable activities / events for the residents of our community. The Committee functions in an 
advisory capacity and makes recommendations to the mayor and council. 
 
Chamber of Commerce 

 
I am recommending that the township council recognize the Hackensack Regional Chamber of 
Commerce as our township’s official business network.  I’m hoping this action will help local 
businesses attract more customers. Since we no longer have our own local Chamber of 
Commerce, I believe passing a resolution will demonstrate our support in promoting business 
and economic development in the township.  According to Saddle Brook resident, Kevin 
Konovich, who is the Co-Director of the Hackensack Chamber, their vision is “to create a large 
chamber of commerce across the region where we are all connected.” He has also stated that the 
chamber wants to “foster and build relationships and develop economic well-being for the 
region.” Joining will allow township officials to attend some chamber events that are available to 
members and will provide local business owners and officials a chance to network. 
 



Senior housing   

 

As most of you are aware, the township purchased three lots at 15/29 Caldwell Ave. and 32 
Hickey Terrace in September 2012.  The town has earmarked more than $1.5 million in Council 
on Affordable Housing (COAH) funds to put toward this project.  According to plans, the facility 
will have 31, one-bedroom 675-square-feet units, a one, two-bedroom unit and 32 parking 
spaces.  At least 80 percent of the residents are required to be age 55 or above. At the December 
30th council meeting, former Township Attorney Brian Chewcaskie gave an update on the low-
income senior housing development proposed for Caldwell Avenue, which still awaits funding 
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Mr. Chewcaskie said that the 
Bergen County Housing Authority did not make the deadline for funding the Caldwell Avenue 
project this year and recommended that the council extend it.  Having received assurance from 
the Bergen County Housing Authority that they expect to break ground by December 2015, the 
council voted to extend the deadline to January 31, 2016.  
 
Grant Writing 

 
Writing a successful grant proposal takes a great deal of knowledge, skill, and experience. While 
we have been keeping the grant writing process in-house with existing staff, I believe that an 
investment in a professional grant writer can entitle Saddle Brook to receive more grants and 
allow our township employees to continue their day-to-day operations without distractions. 
Hiring a grant writing agency can save the township money and valuable resources. Using grant 
writers with proven track records for success that will submit professional and comprehensive 
proposals should lead to more grant money received by the township.  This will also relieve the 
current staff of the time consuming job of writing grant proposals. 
 

Meeting with Kessler Institute of Rehabilitation 

I met with Kessler Institute CEO Philip Driscoll, Jr. and his staff on January 21st to discuss how 
the town and Kessler can work together for the benefit of the community. At the meeting, Mr. 
Driscoll praised the town's emergency services personnel (police, fire & ambulance) for their 
efforts. Also discussed was recruitment of local businesses to the Chamber of Commerce and the 
possibility of Kessler hosting a health fair.   

Edgewater Strong Initiative 

In an effort to assist the victims of the Edgewater fire, the township asked residents or others 
interested to donate needed items and basic supplies to support the Edgewater Strong Initiative. 
Many business owners and residents generously donated items, which they dropped off at the 
police department.  On January 26th, Police Chief Kugler and I brought the donations at the 
Edgewater Community Center Annex.  A second collection of items were brought there on 
Thursday, February 5th.  Thank you to all who donated items to help others in their time of need. 


