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BUDGET UPDATE 

 

A public hearing on the budget was held at the June 4th regular council meeting. 

Following that hearing a budget was formally adopted. The budget is below the 

two percent tax-levy cap excluding specific exceptions under the law.  The average 

tax increase for property owners on the municipal side will be $95.00 for a home 

assessed at $300,000.00. Of the total increase, $34.00 is attributed to a decrease in 

township ratables from 2014-2015, as well as the number of tax appeals filed by 

property owners. Certification of state aid figures for municipal and county 

budgets have not been finalized.  Our local tax bills cannot be calculated without 

this information, so there could be a delay if the township does not receive this 

information in a timely manner. 

 

ROAD PROGRAM 

 

The town engineer and DPW have compiled a list of streets that are most in need 

of infrastructure (water& sewer) replacement and road resurfacing, which will be 

phase I of the township’s road improvement program. This capital improvement 

program will be funded jointly with water department surplus and bond 

anticipation notes. 

 

 

RE-DESIGN OF TOWNSHIP WEBSITE UPDATE 

 

The township website re-design continues to move forward.  Content checklists 

have been sent out to township departments. Several versions of the Home Page 

design have been reviewed and we are very close to finalizing it. The department 

and inner page designs are on the drawing board. If you are part of a township 

organization and would like to have a page on the website, please contact Christine 

Genuario at CGenuario@saddlebrooknj.gov or call (201) 587-2903. 
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POND CLEAN UP 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the Saddle Brook Youth 

Group for participating in the Pond Clean Up on Saturday, June 6th, at Saddle 

River County Park. We worked together as a team and in just four short hours were 

able to remove several bags of litter from the pond and surrounding area. We also 

had fun learning about the environment and kayaking from event co-host, "The 

River Man" Rick Rodriguez and his assistant, Jim Reilly. Special thanks to Mrs. 

Regina Barrale, Mrs. Christine Genuario, and Thomas Van Winkle for helping 

organize the event. I also want to thank the Youth Group parents that attended and 

participated in the clean-up. We were also fortunate to have Council President Flo 

Mazzer, Councilman Joe Camilleri and Councilman Andrew Cimiluca with us 

lending a hand.  Overall, the Pond Clean Up was a big success and I look forward 

to more of these community service events in the future.  

 

KIWANIS CLUB FISHING DERBY 

 

The kids had a blast at the Kiwanis Fishing Derby on Saturday, June 13th, at our 

Saddle River County Park. The Kiwanis Club did a great job planning, organizing 

and running the event. Sunnies, Carp and Small Mouth Bass were caught by our 

contestants. One youngster even netted a baby Red-Eared Slider Turtle. Anglers 

reported seeing large Snapping Turtles swimming in the pond and Painted Turtles 

sunning themselves on logs in the water. Our good friend, Ms. JoAnn Brendel 

attended and was kind enough to take photographs of the event. These photos can 

be viewed on the township Facebook page.  The derby winner was Emma Wien 

with a 26 inch Carp; Second Place was Grace Wien with a 23 inch Carp; and Third 

Place was Vincent Lomangino with a 14 inch Small Mouth Bass. All contestants 

received a trophy for participating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://sbmyg.weebly.com/
http://sbmyg.weebly.com/
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.843316519079800.1073741859.174120695999389&type=3


 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

Flood Advisory Committee  

 

The committee’s first meeting was held on Tuesday, June 23rd. The meeting was 

very productive in that there was meaningful dialogue about our flooding problem.  

Also, mitigation options and recommendations were discussed. I want to thank 

Assemblymen Joseph Lagana and Timothy Eustace for taking time from their busy 

schedules to participate in our committee. They have been working hard to pass 

legislation for flood victims and provided us with valuable information from the 

state. They have both advocated and / or sponsored legislation to raise the 

Marsellus Place Bridge in Garfield.  The Saddle Brook governing body passed a 

resolution this past May also supporting this legislation.  It is believed this 

reconstruction will prevent debris from catching under the bridge, this allowing for 

an unobstructed flow of the Saddle River. 

 

 

 

COYOTE SEMINAR / MEETING 

 

On Monday, June 29th, a coyote seminar was held at the Senior Citizen Center.  

The seminar was very informative and well attended. I believe that residents left 

the meeting with valuable information and a better understanding about coyotes. I 

want to thank all the residents who attended and expressed their concerns. There 

were four speakers who each contributed expert knowledge to the discussion. 

Frank Vincenti, founder of the Wild Dog Foundation, Deborah Yankow, Director 

of Bergen County Department of Health Services, Robert Harris, Supervising 

Officer of Bergen County Animal Control and Dr. Mia Frezzo, founder of the 

Animal Hospital of Hasbrouck Heights. I want to personally thank them for 

volunteering their time and services to help give our residents a better 

understanding on how to safely coexist with coyotes. Please be advised, for those 

residents who could not attend, the seminar was videotaped and can be viewed on 

SBC-TV, the township website and township Facebook page. Below is a link to an 

informative article from Anthony McBride from the New Jersey Division of Fish 

and Wildlife. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/coyote_mgt06.htm 

 

 

http://www.wilddog.org/
http://www.co.bergen.nj.us/Index.aspx?NID=280
http://www.co.bergen.nj.us/animalshelter
http://www.vetinheights.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/coyote_mgt06.htm


 

 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

At the July 2nd council meeting, an interagency services agreement between the 

Township and Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC) was approved.  The 

agreement pertains to services related to Green Infrastructure Planning.  The goal 

of Green Infrastructure Planning is to assist in protecting water quality for resident 

by intercepting storm-water runoff, reducing combined sewer overflows, managing 

existing water infrastructure, and minimizing frequent flood events. PVSC has 

partnered with Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resource Program 

(RUTGERS) to provide expertise in planning to address these issues.  PVSC and 

RUTGERS will provide guidance and direction regarding the benefits and 

opportunities of implementing green infrastructure practices. By entering into the 

agreement, the Township has agreed to complete two green infrastructure 

demonstration projects within a two year period. 

 

 

GRANT UPDATES 

 

At the July 2nd council meeting, voted to approve the hiring of professional grant 

writer, Bruno Associates of Clifton, NJ.  The grant writer will be responsible for 

the writing, application, processing, reporting, auditing, and exercising federal, 

state, and local grants. Duties will include working with our township auditors to 

clean-up previous grants which are in various levels of completion. 

 

 

ORDINANCE RESTRICTING OVERNIGHT PARKING ON ORCHARD LANE 

 

An ordinance restricting overnight parking on Orchard Lane was introduced at the 

May 7th council meeting.  It received unanimous approval (5-0) on first reading.  

The ordinance was tabled at the June 4th council meeting and was brought back for 

second reading at the July 2nd council meeting.  I requested that the council 

consider Police Chief Kugler’s recommendation to pass the ordinance; however, it 

was defeated (3-1) with one abstention.  I believe the purpose of the ordinance was 

not to show preferential treatment to residents of Orchard Lane or to prevent non-

residents of Orchard Lane from parking there.  The ordinance would have 

restricted all vehicles from parking during specific (overnight) hours including 

residents of Orchard Lane.  I believe Orchard Lane is unique in that it is a very 

small cul-de-sac situated off one of the most dangerous curves along Saddle River 



Road. There is particular concern regarding garbage trucks and the street sweeper 

entering the cul-de-sac, which are frequently hindered by parked cars on this 

roadway. As a result, these trucks often have to back into Orchard Lane from 

Saddle River Road, which creates a potential safety hazard. I feel this ordinance 

would have alleviated some of the safety concerns and ensured that the residents of 

Orchard Lane received essential township services.  
 


