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BUDGET 

 

The budget was introduced at the April 2nd meeting.  I commend Township Auditor Steven 

Weilkotz, Chief Financial Officer Raymond Carnevale, Business Administrator Peter Lo Dico 

and the entire township council.  We all worked very hard and I feel we have presented a good, 

fiscally sound budget.  The budget will now be forwarded to the state for their review and can 

still be amended prior to its adoption in May.  We are below the two percent tax-levy cap at 

1.89% excluding those allowable costs for increased pensions, health benefits, debt payments, 

construction and emergencies.  With those items included the total property tax-levy increase is 

2.47%, which on average amounts to a property tax increase of $95.00 for a home accessed at 

$300,000.00. 

 

POTHOLES / ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

 

The DPW has begun an aggressive pothole repair plan with crews working to fill numerous 

potholes on local streets. There are some bad potholes on county roadways, which will be 

repaired by Bergen County Roads Department.  I personally called Bergen County Director of 

Public Works Raymond Dressler to request that these be repaired as quickly as possible.  He 

assured me that the County has doubled the crews working during the week and even has staff 

working overtime shifts on Saturdays.  The 2015 budget calls for capital improvements, which 

would fund the implementation of a road improvement program.  This would involve resurfacing 

many of our township’s aging roads and improving storm drainage and other infrastructure.  The 

town engineer and DPW will conduct a needs assessment to establish priorities and determine a 

work schedule.  

 

SPIRIT CHEERLEADER PIZZA PARTY 

 

On Wednesday, March 25th the council and I hosted a pizza party for the three recreation Spirit 

Cheerleader teams.  All three teams, Peewees, Juniors and Seniors were victorious at the 

National Championships on March 7-8 in Hershey, PA. The Senior girls also took the title of 

Grand Champs.  It was a great opportunity for the township to congratulate the girls on their 

championship season and to recognize their many accomplishments.  We also acknowledged the 

Spirit Leader commissioners, coaches and parents for their hard work and dedication to the 

athletes and the program.  I presented each girl with a proclamation from the township honoring 

them for winning the National Championship. The party was videotaped and is now airing on 

SBCTV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WATER ALERT 

 

As per the requirements of the New Jersey Department of Environment Protection (NJDEP) I 

sent out a notice to all township property owners regarding a positive test for low levels of 

chlorine in one particular section of our water system.  Be assured our current water sampling 

indicates the drinking water is safe and in compliance with the NJDEP rules and regulations.  

Click on the following link to read the notice which was mailed to all property owners 

 

JERSEY CITY MAYOR STEVEN FULOP 

 

I hosted a lunch meeting on March 31st at the Dynasty Buffet where Jersey City Mayor Steven 

Fulop was the guest speaker.  Many local mayors and elected officials were in attendance.  

Mayor Fulop spoke about how the massive increase in residential, commercial and industrial 

development has fueled Jersey City’s economy. The revenue generated has allowed them to 

stabilize taxes and invest in many worthwhile initiatives such as public safety, infrastructure, 

technology and parks and recreation.  Mayor Fulop and the city council must be commended for 

the significant progress made leading Jersey City forward and for being named one of the best 

mid-size cities in the nation.   

 
MOBILE VARIABLE MESSAGE BOARD 

 

The Saddle Brook Police Department has been allocated grant funds under the Drunk Driving 

Enforcement Fund (DDEF) for the purchase of a mobile variable message board. The purpose of 

the message board is to educate motorist about the dangers of DWI, but when used correctly, can 

also be a valuable and effective traffic control tool available for traveler information / 

notification, construction, incident management and maintenance activities. In addition, they can 

be useful and informative for large special events that significantly affect traffic flow. The 

township will also use the board to announce special events like the Memorial Day Parade and 

fireworks display.  Chief Kugler is in the process of researching what type would be most 

feasible for our needs and getting price quotes. 

 

MEETING WITH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Councilman Accomando, B.A. Lo Dico and I met with members of the school district and the 

board of education on April 1st.  Our goal is to enhance communication between the two bodies 

and work more closely together to solve problems. We also want to ensure that the needs of our 

residents, especially the children, are being met in an effective and efficient manner. We 

discussed topics of mutual concern such as shared services, use of BOE facilities and broadcast 

of school meetings and events on SBCTV. We agreed to meet on a quarterly basis throughout the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://saddlebrooknj.us/sites/default/files/Mayor_Water_Letter_March_2015B.pdf


ACCESS FOR ALL 

 

Bergen County Freeholder Maura DeNicola did a presentation at our March 30th council  

meeting / work session requesting that the township consider forming an Access for All 

Advisory Committee.  The committee’s mission would be to foster equal access to community 

life and activities for people with disabilities.  This would be accomplished by educating the 

public to raise awareness about the needs and rights of people with disabilities and the 

importance of increased accessibility.  The committee would work cooperatively to identify 

concerns within the local disability community and how to address these issues.  The committee 

membership will be comprised of local residents with disabilities and town officials with varied 

areas of expertise who see the need for accessibility and have a willingness to contribute their 

time to committee meetings and projects. This worthy initiative was approved by resolution at 

the April 2nd council meeting. We will be actively seeking volunteers / members in the near 

future.  

 

AUTISM AWARENESS  

 

About 25 years ago, the Autism Society launched a nationwide effort to promote autism 

awareness and educate the public about the autism spectrum. The goal of autism awareness is to 

support individuals and families living with autism and to ensure their acceptance and inclusion 

in our communities. In support and recognition of Autism Awareness Month the front of town 

hall has been lit up in blue light.  The council and I also wore blue garments at the April 2nd 

council meeting. In addition, as the Mayor, I gave a proclamation declaring April 2nd World 

Autism Awareness Day and April Autism Awareness Month. 

 

FATHER THEESMAS 

 

The council and I honored Father Theesmas Pankiraj, Pastor at St. Philip the Apostle Roman 

Catholic Church at the April 2nd council meeting in recognition of his 25th year of ordination to 

the priesthood. Father Theesmas came to St. Philip’s in 2006 and quickly became a big part of 

our community. Many residents of the town know him to be a caring and compassionate person 

who they can rely on, not only for spiritual guidance, but for counseling during difficult times.  I 

honored Father Theesmas with a proclamation at the meeting acknowledging his many 

accomplishments, including his 25 years in the priesthood.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRE HYDRANT ORDINANCE 

 

At the April 2nd council meeting the township council passed an amendment (second reading) to 

the Township “Property Maintenance” Ordinance to require clearing of snow around fire 

hydrants.  The revised ordinance now requires the owner(s) of property which any fire hydrant is 

located shall maintain the area within a five-foot radius of the perimeter of any such fire hydrant 

free of snow and ice so that there is no impediment to the use of the fire hydrant. The removal of 

snow and/or ice shall be completed within 24 hours of daylight after the snow has formed or 

fallen on or around any hydrant. Failure to remove the snow and/or ice within the time frame 

specified may result in the township removing the snow and/or ice at the expense of the owner.  

Any person found to be in violation shall be subject to a fine, upon communication, of an amount 

not to exceed $500.00 per occurrence. The township will notify the affected property owners and 

violators will receive warning notices for the first couple of snowfalls next winter as a way of 

gaining voluntary compliance.   Anyone who is truly unable to clear the snow from a hydrant on 

their property is asked to call town hall and the township will make a reasonable attempt to assist 

you in having the hydrant cleared. 

 

 

300TH ANNIVERSARY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Next year the Township of Saddle Brook will be turning 300 years old!  

Saddle Brook has had a remarkable history, spanning from its rural farmland beginnings to the 

thriving suburb community it is today. The 300th anniversary will be a wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate, reflect and showcase the varied aspects and history of our town.  We will be 

assembling a 300th Anniversary Planning Committee whose mission will be to create a 

memorable and meaningful celebration in 2016 for our town and use the 300th anniversary to 

unite our residents and instill a sense of pride in our community.  I will using the township 

website, Facebook page, SBCTV and the Community News to publicize our 300th anniversary 

and ask for volunteers to assist and join our planning committee.  Anyone interested can call my 

office and leave your name and contact information.  

 


