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MURDER MYSTERY IN SADDLE RIVER TOWNSHIP (PART 3) 

This last installment of our murder mystery is as surprisingly unbelievable as the accounts presented in Parts One and Two.  

What actually happened? 
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

• The actress named by Augustus stated that she did not know him.  Did he lie about her? 

• Where did the second gun come from?  Augustus claims that the gun that he used to kill his aunt was thrown into 

the river.  The gun that he shot himself with was “pitched into the woods” and could not be found. 

• His “real” confession did not include how the daughter was shot (grazed). 

• At first, the daughter half-heartedly refused to believe that Augustus had killed her mother until she found out the 

details of his confession from Prosecutor Koerster.  She then acknowledged “that he could have been guilty.” 

• In Part One, two local farmers saw two men and a woman on the tracks prior to hearing the gunshots.  Were the 

two men Augustus and Ernest Held?  Was it a conspiracy involving the two men and the daughter? 

• Why did Augustus ask his aunt and her daughter to come from Germany so that he and the daughter could be 

married?  His statement that he “might as well commit suicide as matrimony” would indicate that he had no 

intention of getting married. 

• This author’s guess is that the murder was a conspiracy between the daughter, Augustus and Ernest.  Augustus was 

to receive the money; and the daughter and Ernest who were lovers, could “ride off into the sunset together.”  

Perhaps Augustus decided to concoct his original (false) story and go to the police because his picture and the 

events of the murder appeared in newspapers throughout the country. 

• Augustus was sentenced to thirty years of imprisonment but was released in the 1920’s. 

• Any additional information will be presented on this website. 

• Please excuse the quality of the printed articles.  The original articles were very small, almost unreadable. 

• What was your interpretation of the murder? 
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