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MURDER MYSTERY IN SADDLE RIVER TOWNSHIP (PART 3)

This last installment of our murder mystery is as surprisingly unbelievable as the accounts presented in Parts One and Two.
What actually happened?
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MURDEREREBERHARD
IS FOUND, CONFESSES

Cot Away to Cahada, but Came:
Back with an Elaborate Lie
ta Hide His Crime.

|
1
SHOT HIMSELF FOR PROOF;
- 1
Aftter Telling of Being * Kidnapped 7|
He Broke Down and Told the Truth-— ]
Murdered for Love of an Actress.

Driven by the strange lmstinct which
=0 often forces a murderer to return to
+he scene of his crime, Augustus Kber-
hard, the grocer's assistant, who lured
pris aunt and his flancée, her daughter
Qttilie, to a lcnely spot near Rochelle
Park, N. 4., last Sunday, shot them both,
and@ rled after robbing Mrs. Eberhard's
body and leaving it on the railroad track
to be mulilated by 2 train, came Dback
vesterday morning to Paterson and gave
himself up to the police. He had got
away and had traveled a thousand miles
to Chicago. Then he returned with an
elaborate lle, ana finally confessed the
lie and his crime.

Apparently he stiil had hopes of clear-
fng nimself of all suspiclon when he re-
turned. He rid the spoils of his mur-
der. rnanufactured u rmarvellous tale of
heing imprisoned in & cellar by Italians,
and deliberately shot himself in the leg
to give coior 1o his varn. But when he
was questioned by Public Prosecutor
Koestar his nerve broke down. He de-
clarnd that he had shot his aunt and
tried tn murder his cousin for the sake
of an aciress,

Al the incidents of arrest for murder
he ok with absolute coolness. He led
the palice back to the woods heyond
Patsrsnn. and shawed them where he
had hilden his zunt's money and his own.
and even picked nut the fallen tree he-
neath which he had deposited hls clathes.
He denied =zbsolutely that he had any
acvemplicss In the marder, and asserted
that what he did wes on the impulse
0 the momemt, Then, apparently com-
pleiely oblivicus of the position in which
hr finds himself, ke aic a hearty dinner
and ¢omplained bitterly because his conf-
fee was not sufficiently sweetened.

A{manwhile. across the street in Hacken-
saik, from the police station where Kber-
hard was a prisoner, nis cousin, Outllie
Eberhard was staying. They did not meet
and at first M!ss Eberhard refused to be-
Heve that Augirstus was really guilty.
Orly when Prosecutor Koester gave her
the details of the finding of the money
ani the circumstantlel account of what
Augustus had done, would she acknowi-
edge lhajille could_ha.v_e_‘peen gullty.

Found oz a House Stoop.

Robert D. La Rue of Liitle Falls, a vll-
lage a couple of miles from Patersaon, was
:he man to find Eberhard. He saw him
sitting on the stoop of his house about 8
o'clock vyesterday morning. He was in
rags. and was nursing nis left leg. It was
torn witp 2 revolver shat, and seemed to
be badly in need of atientlon.

I.a Rue questioned the man, but he
twould glve no account of himself. He
sa'd he needed assistance and asked that
a doctor be sent for. La Rue telephoned
to the Patarson pnllce. Acting Captain
Perry replied that, as Little Falls was
putside of the city limits, the man must
be brought to the boundary. La Rue
hitched up a horse and drove Eberhard in
until he was met and taken in custedy
by Policeman Cook.

* YWhat's your name?’” asked Cook.

“I'm Gus [Eberhard,” the man an-
awered, and then refused to answer fur-
ther qguastions. He was taken to the
General Hospital to have Lis wound
dressed, and was hurried from there to
Tolice Headguarters. There he toid =
remarkable tale. After describing how he
had induced his aunt and couslao last Sat-
urday afternoon to take a trip into the
country toward Rochelle Park, he went
on.

snfid He'd Been Kidnapped.,

« Coming home, I lnst the way. We
were walking along some railway tracks
when a heavy storm with frequent flashes
of lightning broke. All of a sudden I
heerd a report lixe a flash coming from
behind a freight car in the direction of my
aunt. 1 saw her fall to the ground and
then came four more shots. Ottille, my
cousin. screamed, and 1 yvelled 1o her to
run for her lfe.

“ 71 yan, tog, but hefore I had got very
¢ar 1 felt & heavy blow on the back of
my head. When I came to I found myself
a prisoner in a filthy celtar, T was m a
house inhebited by 1tallans, and they kept
me there for several days, abusing me and
feeding me only on stew. sour meat,
bread. and water. Last night I managed
to escape through the open door, but they
fired at me, and hit me in my left leg.
Since then I've been wandering about in
Preakness Mountaine, T had no money,
as they had taken from me the §28 1 had
in my pockets, and I don't clearly remem-
ber where I have been wandering.”'

Progecutor Koester told Eberhard point
bilank that he dld not believe his story,
hut the prisoner for a while stuck to it.
He was taken before Recorder Carroll,
charged with being a fugitlve from jus-
tice. and was handed over to the Hacken-
sack_authorities.

PBrealkx Down and Conl€éases.

e was brought over tn Hackensack in
an automabile, and was once more ques-
tioned by Mr. Koester and Chief of Police
Dunn. Mr. Koester declined yesterday to
say in what way he managed to break
down the prisoner's story, but at length
he prevalled. Suddenly Eberhardt burst
out;
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“Oh, T’ tell vou =2ll. I'll feel better|
after I confess, I killed my aunt with|
one shet. I'm a gonod shot, and 1 sent 4!
bullet rtght through her heart. Then I
shot at my cousin, but the papers were,
wrong about that. They say I fired four
times, but I oniy flred threoc shots. The
one that clipped her ear went through.
Yer hat as well, and that's how they
made the mistake, I guess. She was too
far away from me, and it was derk™

Then by slow degrees the Prosecutor
obtatned the full story of the murder and
Eberhard’s escape. He declared positive-
1v that what he dléd was in no wWay pre-
meditated. He had, he sald. 2 friend, an
ectress in New York, and she negded
money. As he walked along the dark
railway track, with the coal piles on
either band. and the only light coming
from the occasional fiashes of lightning.”
the pieture of the glrl rose In hkis mind
and he remembered that his aunt had
$2,000 in & bag around her neck. His only
hope of getting funds lay in obtaining
that money. and the revoiver {n his pock-
.ot sugpested the means Then, he ax-

serts, In a moment of madness, he slaw
his zunt snd fired shot after shot at his
cousin,

A hen he was askied later why he had
not been content to marry his cousin and
ﬁet possession of the money in that way

o raplied:

* One might as well commit sulelde as
matrimony.”

The name of the actress he tpld with
great reluctance, as he geclared she bhad
nothing to do with the buslness. She was
on the vaudeville stage, he sald, and has
been aplpea,rlng at Coney_Igland recently.
The girl he named denled last night that
she even knew himm,

Rode in Train That Hit the Body.

The crimse committed, -Eberhard sald,
he made an absolutely successfui escapo.
He did not pnt hig aunt's body om the
ratiroad tracks, where she was afterward
found badly rmangled by passing trains,

he* sajd, but had contented himmself with
fieding and taking hser money bay. Theén
e walked into terson and took  the
11:09 o'clock train for Jetrsey City.

A2 1t drew near Hackensaék it stopped.
ICbhernargd nroticed it because it meant a
delay io reaching its destingtion and bhis
gafety, but he dld not take the trouble to
look out of the window for the causge. If
he bad he xwould have seen his aunt once
more. The body had been found on the
track a&nd the irain crew were lifting i1
out of the way. They did not report the
cceurrence, however, until they reached
Jersey City, and by the time the station
authorities were informed Kberhard was
gcross the North ‘Ri?ar.
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Dressed Himself ms = Chauffeur.,

From the ferry he hurried to a saloon
in Twenty-eighth Street, near Tenth
Avenue, where he had left his grip. Then

he went on to the Grand Central Sta-
tlon and took a tratn for Albany. To
disarm suspieion he arrayed bhimself in
e pair of blue spectacles and a chaurl«
feur's cap. 'There was a curious con-
sisteney o his plan of flight, it the
murder was a8 unpremeditzated a=, he
professes it to have been He traveled
constantly and for longz distances, ‘but
he sometimea returned on his tracks,
and never took a ticKet for a long jour-
ney.

From Albany he went to Tray, from
Troy back to Albany. Thep he took the
traln for Binagha.mton. end went gn to
Rochester and Buffalo. He crosssd the
Lorder to Toronto, but doubled immediate-
Iy back to Buffalo. Nexi he took the boat
1o Detrolt, and found the night's journey
intolerzbly lopg. X¥rom Detroit he made
for Chicago, boying tickets, however, at
Lansing and Adrian, a2s the train siop-

ped.
Heard of Crime Everywhere,

YWhat shook his nerve during this trip
was that he couid not escape the news of
his crime, He Bat beside passengers and
read in their nowspapers from New York,
Detreoit, Toronte, Cinclonati, and Chicago

the latest thepries of the murder. He
saw his own photograph In a dozen dli-
ferent sheets, and had to trust that hils
blue spectacles would save him from dis-
covery by those who insisted on discuss-
ing the crime with hlm. Whenever he
alighted from train or steameér his hand
was ever on his revolver, and at Detroit
he gave himself up a8 lost when he saw
a polleeman scanning the disembarking
pRSsengers.

In Chicago be put up at a small botel
kept by one Pappa at Halstead and For(y-
first and Forty-second@ Sireets, near ibe
stockyards, He had once worked im the
stoekyards, but he thought that unde?
the name “Jim Allen” he was safe. He
left his grip there. The Hackensack au-
thorities will rend for it. 1f there is any-
thing at all the story told by QOttilie Eber-
hard of being dogged on tha Deutschland
during tha passage by A man called Berg-
mann, whom augustus Eberhard evident-
ly knew, it is hoped that & clue may be
obtlafined §in Chicago. But ths nollce are
not at bresent inclined to believe that
Eberh hagd any =accomplices in the

HHe stayed In

Chicago one night, an
then came back

to Newsark, arrivin
there Wednesday moming. He walke
cver to Totowa, & suburb of Paterson,
and came to the conclusion, after roedi-
tating suicide as he passed the Paterson
cemetery, that he must glve hlmsel? up.
He nid the money In his possession and
his revolver, bsought B new suit, con-
cealed his old clothes, and then tore and
donned the new ones. He concocted his
varn about tha Itallana and deliberately
gshot himself Iin the left Jeg above {tlie
knea after tsdng a haundkerchie? about
the leg to avoid powder stajins
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Lerndn Polloe 20 FHis Caches.

When ‘Eberhard hagd fin!shed his tale ]
Prosecutor Koester and Chief of Police
Dunn took him It an automobile tg the
waods to find his belongings, ¥First be

ghowed them, l¥ing In & brook, an elec-
tric search light he hagy carried on the
right of the crime. Then he Inted out
a place where he had concealed his aunt's
moeney for a time. He bhaada thought [t
unsafe, s6¢ removed {f. Ha took the of-
ficials to another place a milée away,
where he had finally left 1t, '
They found without difficulty a bundis/
wirapped In a Chlcago newspaper with a-
handkerchlet undetneath. It was a cigar:
box and Inslde was $2,259 in Awerican

meney. and slx 20-gulden billa, 'Tha Amar-,
jcan Tdoney  was in notes of small. deo-’
nominations, and it teok Mr. Koegstar a
long time to check over two hundred $1
billg and meny 32 biils. The hiding pilace,!
wvas abvout 200 feet from the Llttle Falls:

llway station !

ot far away, in a culvert, Fherhard
h concealed his \'focket.‘boolt. In it
was $28, which he claimed as hls own
Ioney, Jome pa.gcrs of no ilrmnportancs,
a few photograpas, and hiz gold watch |
and chain. His clothes were mnext re-
covered from a fallen tree, under which,
he had thrown them The revolver, with-
which the prisoner shot himself couild,
pot be rfound. Ie declared ne hkad
itched 1t into the woods after he had|
iregd it and did net remember whera i
fall. The revelver with which he sheot)
his aunt he sald he had thrown into
the Saddle River immediately after the |
mur(}er. i

Eats Heoartily After Conlfessing. l

Eberhard was taken back to Hacken-
sack, There he ate with great reiish the;
dinner which was served him. He pro- |
served absolute composure and remarked:

1 don’'t suppose my father and mother |
wiil ever believe I did thls. Well, I hope |
T'm in for a good rest In jail. I know I've

deserved [L.”
After he had dictated a full confesgion

of the murder to Mr, Koerster's stanog-
rapher he was removed to the Bergen
County Jail and locked up on & charge of
raurder. FProsecuior Hoester safd yes-
tarday that it Is possible that & sgpsaclal
Grand Jury may be fmpaneled to deal
with the case, gs it will be Bept. 8 betore
the first Gra.ngei_r ury of the regular order
[s called toget ”

Eberhardgis a sturdlly built fellow, 2
ittle below the middle height. Hea has
curly brown hair and brown eyes. His
face Ig clean shaven and he looks alert
and Inteljigent. There 13 nothing what-
ever about him te suggest that he would
murder a defenseless woman In c¢old
blcod and then give himself up t0 Justice
after achleving an unhampered : escape
and inventing a alrcumastantial story of
his actions.

I —



COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

® The actress named by Augustus stated that she did not know him. Did he lie about her?
¢ Where did the second gun come from? Augustus claims that the gun that he used to kill his aunt was thrown into
the river. The gun that he shot himself with was “pitched into the woods” and could not be found.

IM

e His “real” confession did not include how the daughter was shot (grazed).

e At first, the daughter half-heartedly refused to believe that Augustus had killed her mother until she found out the
details of his confession from Prosecutor Koerster. She then acknowledged “that he could have been guilty.”

® |n Part One, two local farmers saw two men and a woman on the tracks prior to hearing the gunshots. Were the
two men Augustus and Ernest Held? Was it a conspiracy involving the two men and the daughter?

e Why did Augustus ask his aunt and her daughter to come from Germany so that he and the daughter could be
married? His statement that he “might as well commit suicide as matrimony” would indicate that he had no
intention of getting married.

e This author’s guess is that the murder was a conspiracy between the daughter, Augustus and Ernest. Augustus was
to receive the money; and the daughter and Ernest who were lovers, could “ride off into the sunset together.”
Perhaps Augustus decided to concoct his original (false) story and go to the police because his picture and the
events of the murder appeared in newspapers throughout the country.

e Augustus was sentenced to thirty years of imprisonment but was released in the 1920'’s.

® Any additional information will be presented on this website.

e Please excuse the quality of the printed articles. The original articles were very small, almost unreadable.

e What was your interpretation of the murder?

www.nytimes.com

Jack Wasdyke: Township Historian



