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MURDER MYSTERY IN SADDLE RIVER TOWNSHIP (July 17, 1908) 

(PART 1) 

Mrs. Ottilie Eberhard, widow of a well-to-do Viennese merchant, who arrived in this country on 

Thursday to take up her residence in New York, was robbed of $2,300 and murdered during a 

thunderstorm on Saturday night on the tracks of the New York, Susquehanna Western Railroad near 

Rochelle Park, two miles west of Hackensack, N.J. 

WOMAN MURDERED, LEFT ON RAILROAD; Mrs. Ottilie Eberhard Robbed of $2,300 and Shot Down at 

Lonely Spot Near Hackensack.  DAUGHTER WOUNDED ALSO Went for a Trolley Ride with the Girl’s 

Fiancé, Her Cousin, and the Police Are Looking for Him. 

It was township resident and researcher, Gary Bukowski, who found the following nytimes.com article as 

it appeared on July 20, 1908.  The incident took place within a few hundred feet west of the intersection 

of Saddle River Road and the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railroad.  The details of the murder 

which were provided by the victim’s daughter seem to leave many questions to be asked, and readers of 

this article are welcome to draw their own conclusions concerning what actually took place.  The 

reprinted article is followed by clarifications and a discussion of questionable information.  Agatha 

Christie would have loved this story! 

http://www.nytimes.com/


 



 



 

 



 

SOME COMMENT AND QUESTIONS 

 Just as a matter of history readers might be interested in knowing that the Hudson River and 

Ferry Trolley went from Paterson to Edgewater and then down the Palisades to the 125th Street 

Ferry to New York.  In 1902, the company built Palisades Park as a means of increasing ridership 

on the Trolley.  The Trolley traveled from Paterson (on Broadway) to Plaza Road in Fair Lawn 

along the present day border between Fair Lawn and Saddle Brook.  One of its concrete 

supports can be seen in the northeast section of Otto C. Pehle Park.  More detailed information 

may be found in Saddle Brook: A Portrait of Our Past, available at town hall and Kim Bridge 

Cardtiques and Florist, 449 Market Street, Saddle Brook, NJ.   

 The Coal Pockets were huge piles of coal that supplied the Susquehanna steam engines.  They 

began on the northwest side of what is now the Saddle River Road ramp to Route 80. 

 The section of our township where the murder took place was often referred to as Rochelle 

Park.  It took place in Saddle River Township, now Saddle Brook. 

 Considering that they were on a trolley ride out in the country, why were they so far from the 

trolley at night in the midst of a storm? 

 Mrs. Eberhard was shot accurately with two bullets.  Her daughter was grazed by three bullets.  

The fourth bullet was lodged in a corset stay made of metal or bone.  Pretty sloppy shooting!  

Also, did she make no connection with the pistol which she had previously seen in her cousin’s 

coat pocket?  How did she know it was a 32 caliber pistol?  Did she question why he “always 

carried it with him?” 

 The daughter didn’t know the name of her hotel but was able to provide directions to Ernst 

Held’s hotel. 



 The Ship’s Chief Assistant steward remembered that Held “was a handsome young German who 

played in the ship’s band.”  He noticed the friendship between the girl and the young man 

during the trip. 

 As reported, on two occasions she exhibited “great composure” and no signs of “breaking 

down.”  Should she have been more concerned about her mother’s death? 

 Augustus Eberhard worked for a grocer, Frederick Wehmann, and “lived with him and his family 

over the store.”  Evidently, he was by no means prosperous and would be considered a poor 

marital “catch” for a Viennese girl from a wealthy family.  Also according to Wehmann, he had 

left a week before “on account of his daughter coming home to live.” 

 John Platt, whose residence and farm were located south of the railroad, reported seeing two 

strange men, Germans, “loitering” around the coal pockets on Saturday afternoon.  Could this 

have been Augustus and Ernest? 

 Abraham Hascup who resided north of the Coal Pockets reported seeing two men and a woman 

near the Coal Pockets on the night of the murder (July 17).  They seemed to be having a “heated 

argument.”  This was before he heard the shots.  Were the two men Augustus and Ernest? 

 As a matter of clarification, the Passaic Junction noted was not in Passaic; it was located in the 

northeast corner of the intersection of the Susquehanna Railroad and Midland Avenue at the 

end of Dewey Street near the Passaic Junction Cemetery.  

 

We have tried to unearth more information but were only able to retrieve the ship’s passenger 

list.  Records of the trial might be on file at the Bergen County Court House in Hackensack.  In a 

postscript, Mr. Bukowski has noted that Eberhand was found guilty of murder and sentenced to 

thirty years of incarceration.  He believes that Eberhand was released in early 1920’s.  Anyone is 

welcome to continue investigating this story.  What is your theory of the murders?  More 

information should be forthcoming and will be presented by Joe Obiso and our township 

website as Murder Mystery in Saddle River Township (Part Two) 

 

www.nytimes.com  

 

Jack Wasdyke: Township Historian 
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