In 1911 a large fire occurred on the property of B1.S. MacMullen of Midland Township. Mr.

MacMullen was the local coal dealer for the two townships of Saddle River and Midland Township. Midland
Township waknown asRochelle Park after the railroad station, and Saddle Brook wasdlied Saddle

River Township. The ppulation of the two sections was less than one thoussopae At this time there

w a s n Ooadrganszatign to protect the local property and thhe demonstrated how ineffectia® unorganized
bucket brigade was.

Several men of both communities met and discussed the situation the following day. A call was sent
out to the citizens to meet, and from this meeting the Fire Company was formed. It was then known as the
Rochelle Park Hook & Ladder & Hose Company. Thest m a large red barn owned by Mrs. Ed Schneider
and located at the corner of Saddle River Road and Market Street. The original building has long since passe
into history, but at this time it was the only building used by both communities for meetingssdpicnics,
church, and social events.

According to the original roll book, most of the families in the two communities were well represented.
The first meeting, held April 27, 1911, was attended by-Bfkymen who elected the following officers

Mr. H.O. Wentworth President

Mr. John Toothill Vice President

Mr. E.H. Verrinder Secretary

Mr. J.T. Angell Financial Secretary

Mr. Fred Niclas Treasurer

Mr. John Platt Foreman (chief)

Mr. J.A. Teiderman 1st Ass't Foreman (Ass't chief)
Mr. Dan Worthman 2nd Ass't Foreman (Ass't chief)
Mr. R.E Harris Trustee

Mr. Walter Nightingale Trustee

Mr. Dan Madviullen Trustee

Mr. Harry Ackerman Trustee
Mr. H.G. Niclas Trustee



At this meeting it was decided to incorpte.An apparatus committee was appointed and through the
efforts of the committee and the generosity of the public, a-demgn Hook & Ladder and 24 leather buckets
were bought and delivered on Election Eve in the year 1911.
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The next day the fireem proudly drew their equipment on its first parade through the villages. About this time
the organization was incorporated under the name of the Rochelle Park Fire Department. This was the name
the railway station that served as a common entranceway to both towns.



In 1912 the company moved to its new quarters on Saddle River Road in the red barn which still stands at 1€
Saddle River Road and is now owned by the Leonhardt Family.
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These were primitive and trying times for the fire department. The-tiiavaeh rig was changed so that it could

be drawn by a horse. It was customary to pay $2.00 for the first howessctothe Fire House after the alarm

was sounded. As there was no running water, the men only had leather buckets to work with and most of th
water used was pumped by hand from the small house wells. The territory served by this Fire Department we
verylarge; alarms were answered by both townships which encompassed the present towns of Saddle Brook
Rochelle Park, Paramus, and Fair Lawn. Many are the stories that can be told, such as the Hatrris fire on Mar
Street which happened during the day. Manpomess short and Mrs. Delegar manned the pump and ran the
well dryi so dry that it was week before it was recoveregdn another occasiadhe Reverend Bloodgood left

the pulpit in all his finery on a Sunday morning to help at a fire on Saddle River Road.

Around 1914 the horse drawn Hook & ladder truck was again changed. It became motor drawn and the Fir
House was moved to John Pl attdéds barn. The first
through the roof. Luckily, there were no sesanjuries. The department acquired a Winton fire truck which
served the public for many years.

After the move to John Pl attés barn, an effort w
parcel was purchased from Mr. Welcome Plattoth 8d e Ri ver Road by the trai
death, John Platt donated the remainder of the plot to the department.

In 1920 a new fire house was built, thanks to the efforts of the members and the generosity of the citizens. T



buildngwasd edi cated on July 17, 1920 and became the ¢c
ft. wide by 90 ft. long and it had a very good dance floor. It was built with large doors front and rear so that th
truck, which had a trailer could enterifindhe rear as many of the men could not back this monster in safely.



In 1923 Engine Company No. 2 was organized as the Roseville Fire Company by the following men: F
DeBoer, M. Maddock, A. Sistaro, M. Manzo, E. Sanford, M. Calandrillo, F. Mdsd& Sistaro, Joe Manzo,
Angelo Manzo, J. Manzo, and F. Furtunato.




They procured a hand drawn truck and the following year, 1924, Roseville Fire Company built their first
firehouse on Third Street, Saddle Brook. Until a few years ago, this building served as quarters for the
Departmat of Public Works.
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At a special meeting on April 4, 1922, the Department purchased a new Reo truck for $1,350. One thousanc
dollars was borrowed from Mr. John Reiser of Saddle RRaad at 6% interest. Script certificates were sold
among members and friends for $10.00 each to pay off this loan. The original ladder equipment was
transferred to this Reo chassis. This truck was very fast and was used in many contests amongl fineznen al
New Jersey, and many trophies were won. This truck was used until 1942.

Potograph 1924. Fire Department TN
Kneeling; (Left to right) Harry Ackerman, John G. Platt, Fred Niclas. Truck 4 .front seat, Unknown, Larry %‘ X

Balm, Otto C. Phele, John Finley Barney Urdang. Rear of truck; Amold Schwab and William Kooistra
Standing between trucks; Unknown, F.S Wissekerke, Unknown, Joseph Spener,H. MacAdgmg, Unknown,,
J.C. Graham_ Truck 2 front; Jas Taylor, Charles Killian, John Wissekerke. Rear; Walter Nightingale. Henry

In 1923, Mr. Platt donated a Hudson from which a chemical truck was made with two 30 gallon chemical tank
This was the birth of Engine Company No. 1



In 1924 the Township built a newarter for Engine Company No. 1 on Saddle River Road and Cambridge
Avenue to serve the northern section of town which was now starting to develop.

On June 12, 1924 the first siren was installed over the old firehouse on Saddle River Road. Funds for
thissi ren were raised by the members and Womends Al

On February 12, 1924 the present Fermaawss alerted Re
as presidentJohn Mille, secretaryand W. Gross as treasurer.

In 1925 the borough of Fair Lawn was established leaving Saddle River Township with the same
boundary lines as our present Township of Saddle Brook.

In 1929 the Fire Department reorganized as the Saddle River Township Fire Department under towns|
contol.



In 1942a rew Seacpve city service ladder truantered srvice at Hook and Ladder Company No. 1.




In 1946 a new firehouse was built on Market Street to house Hook & Ladder Company No. 1.

The first fire chief 6stweadoor Fondahat wdsomlangee wsedibynthel 9 5 3 .
Department of Public Works.

In November 1955, the residents voted to change the name of the town to Saddle Brook.



Two new fire pumpers were purchased in 1956 to replace outdated equipment. The AhreneRginBse

were assigned to Engine Company No. 1 at the north end of town and to Engine Company No. 2 at the soutt
end of town. The members of the department realized a need for a different type of equipment in 1958.
Raffles and cake sales were run togdimds to purchase a 1958 rescue truck which was given to the town and
housed at Engine Company No. 1 A Chevy siyae of truck became Rescue 1







During 1959 and 1960 the members of Engine Company No. 1 modernized thidirgousing
materials provided by the township committee. A beautiful new two story building was erected by the
township to house Engine Company #2. This building was built next to the existing firehouse on Third Street.
Upon completion, the old firehoeidecame headquarters for the Department of Public Wotk# was
condemned and razed a many years ago.

In 1961 the township fathers realized that the town was growing vertically as well as in population. Ar
order was placed for a Pitman Snorkektlvauld enable firefighters to reach endangered victims to an amazing
height of sixtyfive feet. Saddle Brook was the first town east of the Mississippi River to possess such a
vehicle. On October 14th the Department celebrated its 50th anniversarypaitda
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In 1962 one of the largest firés occur in town happered on November 8th at 83ViarketStreet, A three
story building with thredusinessewas destroyed in a spaailar overnightblaze. The fire destroyed
F r a n Marletand Generdlerchandisingvho occupied theuilding.

Saddle Brook Building Damaged
;By $500, 000 Blaz, 'I'hree Hurt

'~ - -n.w

Paterson News Photos

TWO views of the remains of a modern bullding in the heart of Saddle Brook's business section, at 439
Market St., destroyed by a fieree fire last night, Three Tiremen were hurt battling the six-hour
blaze. (Other photo on Page 10,

the heart of the bustness district./Market and restaurant, an alumi-

Damage was estimated at about|{num firm, and Frank Poslusiny

SADDLE BROOK -~ A fire
and his wile, owners of the bulld-

vhich raged out of control with-
n minutes, last night destroyed|$500,000.

i three-story building housing] The bmld‘ng was occupled byling and penthouse apartment,
hree stores, three offices, althe General Merchandising Ware-jThe Poslusinys were the only oc-
varchouse and an ultra-modernfhouse Co, a coin operated Dry

ienthouse at 439 Market St. in{Cleaning (nm Frank's Pouitry ‘Continued on Pa::e 10, Col. &

In 1965 an autoepairshop on Market wadestroyed.

In 1966 Saddle Brooks only lumber yard was theddit overnightblaze at the Circle Lumb&ompanyit
wascompletly destroyed.
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Ni ght Blaze Destro s
Bergen Lumber Yard |=:=

Adjoining Saddle Brook
Building Also Burned

“\from a nearby bml.ng ul
reportedly turned in the |
By PETER DVARACKAS and
NK SEGERS

alarm at 11:40 p.m. He said
Merald-News Staff Writers

told police he could see
flames from the rear entra
of the bowling alley,
Fire officials said the flan
A spectacular Tive roaved through a two-acre lumber

yard und an adjoining company in Saddle Brook early
Athis morning, causing an estimated $300,000 in dam-
ages and leavmg tons of chm red lumber in its wake,
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and Hackensack,
Police sald the lumber co

flames spreading o the adjo
ing hardware building ahout
a.m, Both fire and police of
cials could give no explanati
as to the cause of the fire, |
!mmedula Investigation w

shot some 80 to 100 feet info |
Firemen Injured

air at the peak of the bla
7 Witnesses said fhey spotted 1

More than 200 firemen from
five municipalities fought the

fire from as far as Palers
blam which, fire officials said,

i mlnml':m r:h = d
Lumber Co., 530 Market St * yard spreads oy
and the Outwater Hardware an ullmmd two - tra

back i Mark
Slreel to Sylvan Street m
over. to the Erie Lackawam
Railroad tracks near the Ea
Paterson line,

Its owner, Louis Croes, 3
Floral Lane, Saddle Brook, sal
that “everything was bumed
by the time he arrived at 1

e at 12:15 a.m. “There isn

Co,, 516 Market St.

Four firemen from Saddle
Brook and Hochelle Park suf-
feved minor infuries during the
[five-hour firefighting effort and
at least 30 more were treated
at the scene for smoke inhala-
tion.

Treated and released from
Hackensack Hospital this mum Flames Silhouette Firemen Battling Lumber Yard Blaze in Saddle Brook
ing were Firemen John Sistay (Hurald-News Photo by Peter J. Fortuna)
Richard McKay and Richnrd
Onufrak from Saddle Brook,

and Walter Hammelt from Ro-
=i chelle Pa



A Mack fire engine was ordered in 1968 and was placed at Engine Company No. 1 firehouse. The 19¢
Ahrens Fox which had been in use until this time was transferred to the Engine Company No. 2 firehouse ant
continued to serve the residents for many years.




In 1970 tagedytook place as the first line of duty death ocedin thedepartmentChief of Dept. Don
Wilson, while responding to a car accident chikt control of thdire chiefcar and crashed on Saddle Rivet R
by JamrosTerrace This accident proved to be fatal to the chief.




An addition was placed on the HooklL&dder firehouse, on Market Street, in 1971 and the 1956 Ahrens Fox
was assigned to this company. It responded to fires until 1978 when age and hard work had taken their toll al
the truck was not considered safe for use.




On SeptembeB0th a fire destroyed the HeBleveragegCompany at 599 North Midlanéive.




The township purchased a new pumper in 1972 to sensstlik end of town. This Mack fire engine was
capable of pumping 1P5gallons of water per minute. The new Mack was assignie thngine Company
No. 2 firehouse on Third Street.

A bakery at the corner of second and president streets was the scemxulbaion thatompletdy destroyed
the building.

In 19730once again firefighters wesadderdby another line of duty death to strike ttiepartmentJoseph
Kovolisky from Hook and Laddegcompany M.1 while operatingat agarbage truck fire on Mayhillt&et a

fuel tank exploded anBF Kovolisky was @ught in the flames and passed away from injuries sustained at the
fire.



An addition was built oto the Engine Company No. 1 firehouse in 1974 to house a new Foneriaescue
truck. This truck replaced the original small truck that the fireman and their wives had purchased. This new
truck became the standard for all future rescue traskswasequipped with some of the most modern

extrication equipment available. Additional radios were purchased over the years and this truck was be used
radio commuitations center at large fires disasters.
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Hook and LaddeCompany No. 1 received a newdtne 3 in 1980. Aord/ Continentapumper was

delivered It was equipped with five inch diameter hose to permit the use of largerretisams of water
necessary in fighting major fires

A house fire at 376 Capitolti®et was fought in the late evening hours.



1981 wadusy year for firefighterdn March a firan a book case at the Saddle Bratigh School took place
on March 4thOn October 5th a fire damagtdee stores at 46872 Market &eet at 5tttt. oneof the largest
fire to occurin the township took place on April 4th at 280 North Midl#nee at theDe Vries Brothers
Printing company destroying theisinessn amid-dayfire.

A new chiefds car was purchased in 1981 and t
assistant chief.

he



A newscltiaegf &vas purchased in 1985. This all owed
the use of the ol der chiefds car



A new fire engine was purchased for use by Engine Company No. 2 firefighters in 1981. This truck is also
capable of puming 1250 gallons of water per minute. This new engine placed the 1956 Ahrens Fox, Company
members made th&hrensFox Engine 4makinga second engine ikngine Company Bl 2 firehouse.

In 1982 a house was destroyed by fire in June at a Fiddaceresidence afirefightersfaced heavy fire in
the living room area of a house, the rcaudesas a automatic television set that was able to turn itself on.




The 1956 Ahrens Foat engine 2 was showintg age and in 1982tauck committeewas formed to replace
the classic pumper. In 1983 a n@entinentalCompat pumper was delivered to Enginer@pany No. 2 as
Engine 4. The new pumper would see fire actiarck]y as the Blizzard of 1983 dumped several feet of snow
in February. During that storaaDPW snow plow plowing Jefferso@t discovered a fully involved wahouse
at the JP Patti Roofing company.



