The minutes of the regular Public Meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook held on March 2, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Municipal
Building, 93 Market Street, Saddle Brook, NJ.
Council President D’Arminio called the meeting to order.
The Township Clerk called the roll:
Councilman Cimiluca – present
Councilwoman Mazzer - present
Councilman Camilleri – present
Councilman Accomando – present
Council President D’Arminio - present
Mayor White – present
Mr. Suarez, Twp. Attorney – present
Mr. Lemanowicz – Twp. Engineer – present
Mr. Arthur Carlson, Twp. Tax Assessor was also present at meeting.
Council President D’Arminio asked everyone to please rise for the salute to the flag
and to observe a moment of silence in memory of Theresa “Terry” Quatrone, a
long-time teacher at Long Memorial School who recently passed away.
Council President D’Arminio announced that adequate notice of this meeting has
been sent to all Council members by police messenger on February 24, 2017 and
to all legal newspapers in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
The Township Clerk announced that the public is hereby advised that any
statements made during the meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Saddle Brook may not be privileged or protected and that persons or entities who
take issue with such comments or are offended by same, may, and have in the
past, sought legal redress through the courts.
Any member of the public who addresses the Council speaks for themselves and
not for the Council.
Presentations
Mayor White announced that March is Women in History Month, and he and the
Council wanted to pay tribute to women from Saddle Brook who have made
significant contributions and had a positive impact on the community. The women
honored will be recognized in specific categories of achievement including
Outstanding Citizen, Outstanding Educator and Outstanding Volunteer/Public
Servant and a Township Civic group/organization would also be recognized for
exceptional service.
Mayor White recognized Ms. Jessica Sanchez, a long-time decorated member of
the Saddle Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps and a Saddle Brook Police
Department Special Police Officer since 2015. He read a proclamation
commending Ms. Sanchez for her accomplishments and her dedication and
outstanding public service in the Township.
Mayor White recognized Ms. Sarah Sanchez, mother of three and member of the
Saddle Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps and Trustee with the Saddle Brook
Board of Education since 2015. He read a proclamation commending Ms. Sanchez
for her accomplishments and her outstanding dedication to the Township and her
service to the community.
Mayor White recognized Officer Rebecca (Sanchez) Rivero of the Saddle Brook
Police Department and former member of the Saddle Brook Volunteer Ambulance
Corps. He read a proclamation commending Officer Rivero for her dedication to the
Township and her service to the community.
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Mayor White then recognized Ms. Louise Soni, member of the Saddle Brook Senior
group and AARP and founder of the Happy Stitchers Club that donates baby
blankets and hats to area hospitals. He read a proclamation commending Ms. Soni
for her outstanding citizenship and dedication to the community.
Mayor White then recognized, Saddle Brook High School History teacher Ms.
Amanda Klein, who is currently working with the 300th Anniversary Committee and
High School students on the school and Township time capsules and collaborating
with Mr. Joe Obiso to preserve old videotapes of Town Council meetings and
special events. He read a proclamation commending Ms. Klein for her dedication to
the Township and her service to the community and students of Saddle Brook.
Mayor White noted in attendance this evening was High School/Middle School
Principal John Lawlor and High School Vice Principal David Gelber and Board of
Education member Sylvia Zottarelli, Mr. Weinberg and Ms. Brigita Bailey. He
thanked them for attending.
Mayor White then recognized the VFW Auxiliary Post 3484 as this year’s
outstanding civic organization for their charitable projects that benefit veterans and
their families. He read a proclamation commending the VFW Auxiliary including
current president Trish Geer for their time and dedication to helping veterans and
their family members and their outstanding service to the township.
Mayor White also presented flowers to Council President D’Arminio and
Councilwoman Mazzer in honor of all they do for the Township.
Council President D’Arminio congratulated all of the honorees and asked for a
short recess at this time. She mentioned Mr. Harry Reid and his 60 years of service
to the Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
Council President D’Arminio asked for a motion to open the meeting to the public.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes
Mr. Robert Agnello of 49 Legregni Street asked about the qualifications of the
individuals appraising the homes and questioned the justification of the different
values of homes. He said if the same house on the same block, if nothing is done
to the house, and they appraised it three years ago, why such a difference in
percentages of increase.
Council President D’Arminio asked if they had come into Mr. Agnello’s house, and
Mr. Agnello said they did not. He said they were in his house three years ago.
Council President D’Arminio asked if they had left him a letter, and Mr. Agnello said
yes, but when they appraised it three years ago it was the exact same, no change.
So if there was no change, they didn’t need to come in, being that they were there
three years ago.
Council President D’Arminio asked Mr. Carlson to respond to Mr. Agnello’s
question. Mr. Agnello said the house next to him is the same square footage, same
land size, and the houses in his neighborhood are all appraised at different
percentages. He said he did not understand this. His house was appraised by the
company three years ago. They did not go into his house this time because nothing
has changed. He said his neighbors were raised between 5% and 5.5% and some
6%. His valuation went up 20%. He repeated that he did not understand this. He
cited his neighbor’s house and said they have 50% more living space and a larger
lot size, and they were only raised 5.5%.
Mr. Carlson said this was the first time he had seen Mr. Agnello, and the proper
forum for this question is to go the hearings. He directed Mr. Agnello to make a
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phone call and make an appointment, and they would answer all his questions. He
instructed Mr. Agnello to call him if they didn’t answer all of his questions, but he
would have to go through ASI, and they would investigate the reasons and send
Mr. Agnello a letter. He said Mr. Agnello also had the right to file a tax appeal by
May 1st.
Mayor White noted that Mr. Carlson is the tax assessor.
Mr. Carlson reiterated that Mr. Agnello could have his questions answered, and he
had the right to file an appeal. Mr. Agnello said he had three appeals already, so he
knew the system. He said he just wanted to understand why the difference
between percentages. Mr. Carlson repeated that this was not the proper forum for
those questions.
Ms. Sylvia Zottarelli of 232 Lanza Avenue asked if all the assessment letters had
gone out. Mr. Carlson said yes, and Ms. Zottarelli said she did not get one. She
said she has two residences and did not receive a letter for either one though the
appraisal company had been in both homes. Mr. Carlson directed her to call the
office and said he would check on it.
Mr. Larry Ratajczak of 92 Claremont Avenue said he found out late that the date of
the work session was changed from Tuesday to Monday. He asked if the dates
were pre-determined at the beginning of the year. Council President D’Arminio said
most are, but the Council had an event to attend. Mr. Ratajczak said the Council is
elected to serve the community, and an outside organization should come second
to the town. He said he planned on coming Tuesday. Other people planned on
coming Tuesday, and they couldn’t make it. The Township should come first, not
an outside organization. He asked when they had decided to change it and how
much notice had been given.
Mr. Lo Dico said it was announced last month. Mr. Ratajczak said we spent a lot of
money on the bulletin board and asked if it had been posted on the bulletin board
that the work session was changed. He said he didn’t find out about it until
somebody called him Monday night and suggested using the bulletin board. There
was no word on the street or anything like that that the meeting was changed.
Mr. Ratajczak said he had wanted to talk to the guy from senior housing and felt he
should be at a regular meeting, not at a work session or he should be at both so
residents could come and ask him questions. He asked when he was coming back.
Councilman Accomando said Mr. Biale would come back whenever we need him.
Mr. Ratajczak said he should have been here tonight. He said we had a deadline of
December 31st, and if you have a deadline on something, you expect to start within
the next 30 days. He said he still didn’t believe we have the funding, and he felt the
holdup was the funding.
Mr. Ratajczak mentioned bad weather and trees coming down. He said he spoke to
the Mayor, and we don’t have a shade tree commission. Once a year other towns
have their trees examined. We’re leaving that tree up on Saddle River Road that
went into the house, yet it’s all rotted. He said he knew it was on private property,
but the sidewalk is torn up. If you look around town, you’ll see sidewalks uprooted
all over the place, trees ready to come down. If you see a tree in the winter time
with brown leaves on it, it’s dead, time to come down. We don’t have a bucket
truck; we’re always hiring an outside contractor, and we get killed. We could have
paid the truck off ten times already. We paid to have all the banners put up. If we
had that truck, we could put our own banners up.
Mr. Ratajczak asked what the bill was from Gates Flag to put all the banners up.
We’re trying to raise money, and in the mean time we’re wasting it. If we would buy
a piece of equipment that would do that and the same thing with the trees, it would
be good money spent.
Councilman Accomando asked if Mr. Ratajczak had ever called the town about a
tree, and Mr. Ratajczak said always. There’s a tree on Claremont right now.
Councilman Accomando said they’re the homeowner’s responsibility. You say call
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the town to take care of it, it’s the homeowners’ responsibility. Mr. Ratajczak said if
it’s on their property. Councilman Accomando said if it’s on the curb, it’s still the
owner of the home’s responsibility. Mr. Ratajczak asked what happens when it falls
into the street and goes across the wires, who’s responsibility is it?
Councilman Accomando said it’s the homeowner’s. Mr. Ratajczak said if the tree
fell into the street the town would have to clear the tree and take the wires out.
Councilman Accomando reiterated that it’s the homeowner’s responsibility. Mr.
Ratajczak said look at the ones where the trunks actually take over the curb.
There’s one on Fairlawn Parkway that’s growing into Fairlawn Parkway, actually
growing in the street. Whose responsibility is that? That’s not the homeowner’s.
That’s the town’s. The tree is actually growing in the road. Look at the sidewalks
that are uprooted all over town, uprooted all over the place. If you see a dead
branch hanging over Saddle River Road, it would be a good idea to pro-act and
take it down rather than wait for it to fall.
Mr. Ratajczak said there’s a house on Leswing that actually has a telephone pole
with a cable and a turn buckle wrapped around the homeowner’s front lawn tree
and is supporting the telephone pole so it doesn’t fall down. What is that about?
The resident’s tree is holding up the telephone pole? Councilman Camilleri agreed
it was there.
Councilman Camilleri said he had questioned whether it was Public Service’s
responsibility and said there’s a rope from a utility pole tied to a tree. Mr. Ratajczak
said these are things, when we have our people out, they can’t ride around with
blindfolders on; they got to see these things.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if Mr. Carlson could explain the goals of the re-assessment.
Mr. Carlson said the number one goal is fiscal responsibility. He explained we’ve
had a lot of commercial tax appeals over the last six or seven years, and this
program will alleviate that if not totally stop the bleeding. By doing a re-assessment
every year we will be at 100%, so the ratio won’t come into play, and we can make
sure the commercial properties are paying their fair share.
Mr. Ratajczak asked what happens if they do file an appeal. Mr. Carlson said we’re
going to win because we’re going to have the opportunity every year to adjust the
assessed valuations before the book is finalized. He said we may not win every
single one, but hopefully we won’t see the increases in taxes like we’ve seen over
the last few years, and hopefully this will keep the rate more stabilized so we won’t
have to pay back all of these appeals.
Mr. Ratajczak asked who was going to fight these people, the appraisal company
or the town? Mr. Carlson said we have the appraisal company, and then we have
the expert for the town Bob McNerney. Mr. Ratajczak asked if the appraisal
company is going to supply the attorney to fight these people. Mr. Carlson said no,
we have a tax attorney. Mr. Ratajczak said you’re not going to stop these people
from coming in. Mr. Carlson said the reason for a tax attorney is to fight these
appeals. You have to have a tax attorney, no matter what. With this re-assessment
we’ll have less appeals so we have less payments going out.
Mr. Carlson said the reason we’re doing this is to be pro-active instead of sitting
back and being a punching bag. We’re changing things on the fly before they get
out of hand. Mr. Ratajczak said this system hasn’t been tested yet. You know we’re
going to be tested. Mr. Carlson said other towns have done it, and it’s worked out.
Of course it’s going to be challenged. You’re getting challenged no matter what, but
we’re going to have an arsenal; we’re going to have the ratio on our side.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if the burden would be more to the residential than to the
commercial. Mr. Carlson said no. Mr. Ratajczak said the commercial should really
carry the town. Mr. Carlson said that’s another reason why we’re doing it because
you keep your commercial values up. There was a shift this year to the commercial
properties based on the ratio. The ratio was in the low 80s, now it’s 100%. So we
picked up assessed valuation on the commercial. There will be a shift off the
residential to the commercial. Right now if you look at the average house and
there’s no budget increase, the average house will go down approximately $200 in
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taxes. Without a budget increase. Obviously there’s going to be a budget increase.
If it’s capped at 2%, it should be less than $200 on the average house. Mr.
Ratajczak said we don’t honor that 2%, we go above and beyond the 2% all the
time. We always have our special reason to go above the 2%. These things are
great if they work, but you know we’re going to be tested, you know we’re going to
go above 2%. You know there’s going to be a tax increase from the county and the
Board of Ed and from the town, so we’re going to have a tax increase no matter
what. You’re setting up for the perfect storm because you have the assessed
valued up there now and not this year, next year, look what can get done to us. We
get hammered. Mr. Carlson said no because whatever happens in the interim, we
change the assessments. How are we going to get hammered? Mr. Ratajczak
asked if we were going to change the assessments every year. Mr. Carlson said
yes.
Mr. Ratajczak said there should be one formula that these guys go around with and
use. If you’re going to use 5%, raise the houses 5%. He asked Mr. Agnello how
much he got raised, and Mr. Agnello said 20%. Mr. Carlson said maybe because
he was under-assessed. Maybe he wasn’t paying his fair share, and now he’s
going to pay his fair share.
Mr. Ratajczak said I think there should be one formula that you use for the houses.
Mr. Carlson said how would that be, if somebody puts a permit on and ads things
and nobody takes a permit out, you go in and see a finished basement. Mr.
Ratajczak said we’re not getting in there, that’s the problem. Mr. Carlson said we’re
raising the assessment if we don’t get in. We’re making it punitive.
Mr. Ratajczak asked what the qualifications are of the guys going around doing the
assessments. Mr. Carlson said they are certified by the State Division of Taxation.
They are licensed by the state. Mr. Ratajczak said the company is, but the
individuals that go around to each house, what are they? Real estate agents, real
estate appraisers? Or are they just regular people? They’re not going to hold up as
an expert witness in court because they’re just people off the street. Mr. Carlson
said no, they’re not. Mr. Ratajczak said that’s all they are is hired people. Part time
people, hired off the street. Mr. Carlson asked if Mr. Ratajczak was the president of
the company. Mr. Ratajczak said he was not the president of the company, but he
knew the proposal was they were hiring part time workers. He said he knew they’re
not expert witnesses. They’re not licensed in anything.
Mr. Carlson said you make assumptions that you think are correct, and they’re not.
Mr. Ratajczak said I’m telling you, they’re not licensed in anything. They’re parttime workers.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if the crossing guards are township employees. He was told
they were. Mr. Ratajczak said we have not had full-time kindergarten in years, and
yet we dispatch the crossing guards every single day for the last three years at
lunch time. How many kids are they crossing? There’s nobody there in that school.
Mr. Lo Dico said that’s in the process of negotiations. Mr. Ratajczak asked for how
long. Mr. Lo Dico said the contract ran out this year. They have a contract, the
contract expired, and we’re re-negotiating. Mr. Ratajczak said there’s no more kids
getting out of school. It’s just something that should be looked into and should be
taken care of. When kindergarten ends, there’s no more kids to cross.
Councilman Accomando said through the chair we have a contract, we can’t void
the contract. We have to abide by their contract. Mr. Ratajczak said you can
negotiate something. Councilman Accomando said it’s in negotiations. Mr.
Ratajczak said we’re three years negotiating, so we’ll wait until it’s over.
Mr. Ratajczak then asked about the status of the pump station on Mayhill. Mr.
Lemanowicz said one item was done, and the broken shaft was being fixed. Mr.
Ratajczak asked if we’re ever going to have that thing up and running at 100% and
fixed and finally done. He said it’s like a money pit. We were told by the previous
engineer we were in good shape, it was working. The past engineer gave us a
report, the pump station was in good working order.
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Councilman Camilleri said the engineer’s concern was a different method of
cleaning out the wet well. Mr. Ratajczak said that’s like another town money pit.
Councilman Camilleri said it’s infrastructure. Things get old, pumps get old. Mr.
Ratajczak said not every year. Look up in the last four years what money we have
put into that place. We could have built a new pumping station.
Council President D’Arminio said we have a report from Robert Goldstein of the
sewer department in February 24th, Mayhill pump station is running on all three
pumps, Midland Ave pump station is running on both two pumps, and Fifth Street is
running on both two pumps. Mr. Ratajczak said we’re constantly repairing and
replacing. It should be able to work for a period of time with a guarantee or a
warranty from the company where it doesn’t cost us money. See how much money
we’ve spent in the last three years there just on Mayhill.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if we had a list of roads that we paved in town. He asked how
many roads the Township actually paved. Mr. Lemanowicz said last year we paved
Ninth Street and the bottom half of William, and PSE&G did a lot of paving. Mr.
Ratajczak said he didn’t want to know PSE&G. He only wanted to know what we
actually did on paving the Township alone, not the Public Service roads because
that was a Christmas gift that we got. Mr. Lemanowicz said we did Ninth and
William. Mr. Ratajczak said we did two streets the whole year. Mr. Lemanowicz
said that was correct.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if we had a top ten list. We didn’t spend no money then on
paving. Where did the money go? What was it used for? We should at least get ten
streets.
Mr. Lemanowicz said Wilson and Third were supposed to be paved; the contractor
did not get done in time, so that will be done in the spring. We have grants in for
Fifth Street from 46 to Market. Basically all the water work was done this year.
We’re also talking about Caldwell Avenue and the other half of William Street.
Mr. Ratajczak asked the council if we allocated X amount of dollars for paving.
Council President D’Arminio said we bonded. Mr. Lo Dico said we did Ninth Street,
we’re going to do Fifth Street; we have two grants from the DOT. Mr. Ratajczak
said I’m not talking about what we’re going to do. What did we do? Mr. Lo Dico said
it takes time to do the roads. Mr. Ratajczak said Ninth Street is a very small street.
William Street is a very small street. We didn’t spend any money on paving or very
little. Didn’t we have to allocate the money or have it in the budget to have them
streets on the list to have them paved or ready to be paved? Mr. Lo Dico said the
money is in the budget that’s carried through every year for bonds. That’s 5%. Mr.
Ratajczak said as a town we did two non-traveled streets. No traffic goes on them.
Mr. Lo Dico said this year we’ll be doing a lot more. Mr. Ratajczak said I hope so.
Mayor White said the County also did Midland Avenue. Mr. Ratajczak repeated
what did WE do as a township? We did two side roads. Mr. Lo Dico said we did
water mains first because all agreed the infrastructure had to get done. Mr.
Ratajczak said we had a list of the streets that needed to be paved. Where is that
list?
Councilman Camilleri said through the chair, everyone has a wish list, but when
facts and figures come in, you can only do X amount of roads. At the work session
Mr. Lemanowicz’s representative explained even with paving a road it’s not as
simple as that. He explained three different methods and said we’re trying to put
money aside, but we have to know how much something is going to cost before we
can put the money aside.
Mr. Ratajczak said I thought when that list was presented, that was the roads we
were going to do.
Mr. Ratajczak then asked about the test on the speed pumps in the President
Street area. Council President D’Arminio said they couldn’t because they’re still
doing construction, but there was a policeman there. Mr. Lemanowicz said PSE&G
is doing work on their systems on President Street, so there’s construction there,
police officers directing traffic. If we did speed tests with all that going on, it
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wouldn’t be representative. Mr. Ratajczak asked if we could put a finish date on
the dredging and paving of Fifth Street.
Mr. Lemanowicz said we expect to be doing some of that paving this year. We
have already received $300,000 in grants from the DOT to assist us. He explained
a lot of times paving is prioritized with the water mains because the water mains
are old, and when you dig up water mains you don’t want to pave the street, and
you don’t want to pave streets with bad water mains because that’s when water
main breaks happen.
Mr. Ratajczak asked Mr. Suarez through the chair if a Board of Ed member is
allowed to be on the Planning Board or Zoning Board. Mr. Suarez said he believed,
with regard to the Planning Board, members of the public do not hold any other
positions. Mr. Ratajczak asked again if a Board of Ed member could be on the
Planning Board. Mr. Suarez said if your town has an environmental commission,
there is a spot for a Board of Ed member, but he’d have to double check that
portion of the statute. There is a specific qualification that would allow a member of
the Board of Ed onto the Planning Board, yes. He said if the question is whether
you can have a Board of Ed member on the Planning Board, under circumstances
that are conditioned in the Municipal Land Use Law, yes.
Mr. Lemanowicz cited the code and read a section stating if there is an
environmental commission, there is a situation where the Board of Education
member could be on the Planning Board.
Mr. Ratajczak said he knew one of the statutes said someone can’t be an elected
or an appointed official on the Zoning Board. Mr. Suarez said that was correct, the
Zoning Board is supposed to be an autonomous board.
Mr. Ratajczak said the statute reads he cannot be elected or appointed. Mr. Suarez
says it also says position. Mr. Ratajczak said he’d had the statute reviewed by
someone, and it says elected or appointed, and he felt an employee is not an
elected or an appointed official. He added it was tested about 12 years ago when
he was chairman of the Zoning Board. The person worked part time, and he was
allowed to stay on the Zoning Board. He said we just had an employee resign
because he’s an older guy, and he doesn’t want to fight it. He doesn’t want to make
waves. He’s a part time, he also was appointed to the Zoning Board before he was
hired as the bus driver, and he resigned this week after he received a letter from
the council.
Mr. Ratajczak said he felt he was given bad information or was steered or got bad
info from the council, and he should be allowed to finish out his term. He said he
felt the person was forced to make a decision whether he was going to work or be
a volunteer and be on the board. He asked the council to reconsider and reexamine the statutes.
Mr. Suarez said he did look into that, and he was certain of the language. Mr.
Ratajczak said we had that 12 years ago, and the applicant challenged it, and the
applicant lost. The member was allowed to stay. We had a hearing, and he was
allowed to stay. Mr. Suarez asked if the hearing was in court, and Mr. Ratajczak
said no, it was done through the attorneys.
Mr. Suarez said the problem could be if an applicant would go to court, they need
to protect the town in that respect. He said I’m sure that gentleman didn’t want to
lose his job, so he gave up the volunteer position. He technically had a choice
because the problem was when he was a board member only, that was fine, but
the qualification then was officiated once he ended up becoming an employee. It
was brought to the attention of someone, then it became an issue for the Mayor
and Council because if they let it go, they could subject the town to liability if there
is a lawsuit.
Mr. Ratajczak repeated that it was tested once already, and the person was
allowed to stay, and it wasn’t brought up from the town, it was brought up from the
applicant that wanted him removed from the board. He was allowed to stay on and
finished his term out. He said he thought this one here got bad information and was
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just forced out. He should have been offered a hearing and been able to come in
and speak his piece or speak his mind.
He again said he wished the Council would reconsider and give him a fair shot and
let him have a chance to bring his points to the Council and use that as an
example.
Councilman Cimiluca asked Mr. Carlson through the chair to enlighten people in
the audience about the ratio and why it’s important in terms of commercial appeals
and what kind of percentage of the commercial appeals are based on that ratio.
Mr. Carlson said the ratio is devised by the state. He explained how the ratio is
arrived at. If the ratio drops every year it’s bad for the town. With the rolling
reassessment every year we’re not going to have that problem. Mr. Carlson
explained that attorneys look at the ratio, and it’s easy for them to file an appeal.
We negotiate and try to make sure the loss isn’t as bad, but it’s a losing hand going
into the court. That’s why it’s so important for us to do this. He concluded that at
100% we pay less county taxes. If the ratio drops, towns pay more in county taxes.
Mr. Emil Sudol of 412 Van Luyn Terrace asked Mr. Carlson through the chair about
tax appeals for Park 80 and said he knew we had a substantial tax increase last
year because of the tax appeal there. Mr. Carlson said we are even with them as
far as I know. They have an appeal in, but it hasn’t been adjudicated yet for last
year. There are some appeals that are left out from prior years that we know, we
have to bond to refund those.
Mr. Sudol asked for an approximate total on the bond. Mr. Carlson said about $1.6
million. We have to bond yet. Hopefully we will get it done this year. But that’s prior
years because we ignored the problem. We’re going back to 08, 09, 10, 11. Mr.
Sudol said that’s not a good thing. Mr. Carlson agreed and said that’s why we’re
doing this, so it does not happen again.
Mr. Sudol that’s what’s going to happen again this year if we have to pay out an
additional $1.6 million in tax appeals. Mr. Carlson said no, we bond for that. Mr.
Sudol said no matter what eventually the bonds have to be paid.
Mr. Sudol said he noticed on Midland Avenue Public Service dotted gas lines from
just past the Brew House all the way up to Fair Lawn. He expressed concern that
the road would be ripped up after just being recently repaved.
Mr. Lemanowicz said it’s a county road, but PSE&G is doing a lot of work.
Councilman Cimiluca asked for how long along the road. And Mr. Sudol said all the
way out to Broadway marked with the letter G every six feet.
Mr. Lemanowicz said if it’s for construction they should mark everything, gas,
water.
Mr. Sudol asked Mr. Suarez through the chair what brought the Zoning Board
member to his attention. Mr. Suarez said he was informed that it was a potential
issue regarding a conflict and given the facts he found Section 118-10 of the
Township Code which specifically says under section B, no member of the Zoning
Board of adjustment may hold any elected office or position under the municipality,
and that patterns NJSA 40:55-D-69.
Mr. Sudol asked if position means an employee of the town. Mr. Suarez said it’s
very broad – in certain cases they consider a position a mayor’s alternate to a
board which was not even a compensated position. He explained the people who
passed these Municipal Land Use Laws at the time wanted to ensure that people
on that board were free of any influence or taint by having a position in the
municipality, so one can say if you’re employed by the town in one capacity or
another, if there’s an application that comes in and it in any way would touch on
something that involved the Township or something along the lines of if the position
the guy had … I can’t speak to the specifics of the bus driver in this case, but what
I can speak to if it was something that can influence a person who is working for
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the town, and they wanted them free of any of that. That’s the reason you have that
Municipal Land Use Law. That’s why the letter was sent.
Mr. Sudol asked if it was an applicant that brought that to Mr. Suarez’s attention.
Mr. Suarez said no, it was not. Mr. Sudol asked who brought it to Mr. Suarez’s
attention. Mr. Suarez said he didn’t remember specifically. Mr. Sudol asked if it was
a Council member, and Mr. Suarez said it was discussed in an executive session,
and he could not disclose executive session information.
Mr. Sudol said it sounds like a Council member brought this to your attention, and
you dug into this a little bit and found a little loophole and sent him a letter asking
him to resign from the Zoning Board even though he was a volunteer there for
many, many years. If that was the case, I just don’t understand it.
Mr. Suarez said I’m trying to give out legal advice, and to jeopardize the board and
someone could sue us and go to court and spend money – legal fees, etc. and it
doesn’t do any good.
Ms. Zottarelli of 232 Lanza Avenue said she lives across the street from Franklin
School on the Lanza Ave side; one side is all residential, and the other side is
pretty much all school. There’s a three- to four-bus-length yellow line that is used
for dropping off and picking up students, which it should be. She asked if there was
any way that could be designated just during school hours to allow parking on a
weekend or an evening when school is not in session.
Mr. Lo Dico said we can have the police and Board of Ed do a consensus and
check it out.
Mr. Ratajczak said to Mr. Carlson through the chair, there were years in the past
where our ratio was 98.5. One year we were 99, and we still got hit with
commercial tax appeals.
Mr. Carlson said the 97% ratio was back 2013. We did a reassessment in 2013 –
so theoretically we were at 100%. So since then the market has improved. You
have more sales of residential properties overall, so that drives the ratio down. The
ratio will fluctuate. It’s not going to stay at 99% without a reassessment. Mr.
Ratajczak said you said we have to operate at 100%. Mr. Carlson said the ratio
should be at 100%, it’s going to be at 100%. Mr. Ratajczak said all the time, and
Mr. Carlson said all the time. That’s why we’re doing this. As long as we do this
reassessment, 100% every year – we will not have multi-year appeals based on
the ratio.
Mr. Carlson said there’s no magic bullet when it comes to taxes. We do the best we
can within the system. I’ve been doing this for 20 years, and I advised this a few
years back. We did it last year in Hackensack, and our tax appeals went from 800
to 250 in one year.
Mr. Ratajczak asked the Mayor through the chair, I know we’re a small town, but
what’s going on in this country as far as the immigration laws, what are you going
to do with our town? Are we a sanctuary town, or are we going to enforce it?
Seriously, every Mayor is going to have to make a decision sooner or later. If you
want to wait a while to make that decision and let me know.
Mayor White said I really haven’t. Mr. Ratajczak said it’s something that we have to
think of. There’s good people and bad people in big towns and small towns and
illegals in small towns and big towns, so we’ve got to know or have a plan of what
we’re going to do with them. The residents’ safety should come first. I believe that.
Councilman Cimiluca asked Mr. Carlson what he expected the tax rate to be. Mr.
Carlson said the tax rate would be about 2.50, 2.51 before the budget increase.
Mr. Ratajczak said that’s before the county. Mr. Carlson said that’s before the
increase because we don’t know, but historically if we use a 3% increase – usually
county, school and local is between 2.5 and 4.5 – last year it was 4.5 I believe.
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Hearing no one else, Council President D’Arminio asked for a motion to close the
meeting to the public.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilwoman Mazzer

Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes
Mr. Carlson left at this time.

Mayor and Council Comments
Councilman Cimiluca mentioned the tree that came down on Saddle River Road.
He said he was concerned about the remaining part of the tree, but apparently the
county sent an arborist who has indicated that tree is viable and does not have to
be removed.
He mentioned the County park and the County park master plan meetings and said
he spoke to the people at the park’s department, and they are looking into the
issue with regard to the benches and tables and also the lake to see if they can
help out with dredging, maybe put more sand there and make it more people
friendly. He added the County has hired a master carpenter who is replacing a lot
of the broken and damaged tables with new pressure treated wood. Hopefully we
will get a bunch of those.
Regarding the senior housing deadline, Councilman Cimiluca said there might
have been some misunderstanding; the deadline was for financing not for
construction. They did their due diligence, they went through and they are in the
process of trying to demolish that. In doing their due diligence, there’s asbestos
tiles on the floor, and we have to go through a special kind of remediation program.
It sounds silly since they’re knocking it down, but that’s the law. They have to
remove those asbestos tiles before they can knock it down. He said we thought
they were going to be breaking ground in the spring, but apparently that’s not the
case. We may be getting the place demolished sometime spring or summer, and
they were looking toward fall or thereafter to actually break ground and start
building. It’s not unusual. We’d like to get it done quickly, but these things do take a
ridiculously long time. This is government funding, this is a government action, and
everything has to be done. It takes forever, but it’s not usual for this type of building
to take six or seven years.
Councilman Cimiluca said the Access for All Committee is working on issuing
identification cards through the County, and we’ll have someone from the Country
Sheriff’s Department come to the Senior Center to provide a card to identify
someone as having special needs. This would allow them to identify themselves
and let law enforcement know they need some special care. The County is working
on this. It’s totally voluntary, but we will have that hopefully at the end of April. He
promised to have more information at the April council meeting.
He congratulated all of the women honored this evening and urged everyone to
honor their mothers while they are still alive.
Councilwoman Mazzer congratulated all of the honorees and thanked the Mayor
for acknowledging herself and Council President D’Arminio.
She noted that someone had referred to UNICO as an outside organization and
said nothing could be further from the truth. Three of the five council members
belong to UNICO, and it is an awesome service organization that continues to give
back to this community. She said we conducted our meeting, and it was advertised
but agreed that putting a change of meeting notice on the bulletin board is a good
idea. It’s a work in progress; we’re learning as we go.
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Councilwoman Mazzer thanked the Franklin School for inviting her to read to the
children for Read Across America. She said it was a privilege.
Council President D’Arminio asked Mr. Lemanowicz about connecting the senior
building to the sewer.
Mr. Lemanowicz said when you have new construction you obviously connect to
the sewer. If you have a certain number of gallons per day you trigger what’s called
a Treatment Works Approval that has to go down to the DEP. The town has to
certify the capacity of the pipes, and that goes down to the state. Council President
D’Arminio said that was brought up at the meeting to be sure of that. Mr.
Lemanowicz said it’s a big number, like 9000 gallons a day.
Discussion followed of where the sewer lines run. Mr. Lo Dico said he spoke to Mr.
Biale and asked him if it benefits the town, they would use Caldwell which goes out
to Market. They’re not married to Hickey or Caldwell, they’re open to using either.
Mr. Lemanowicz said he would find out which way they would go. Council
President D’Arminio said we did invite Mr. Biale back to another meeting, and he is
also going to come to the AARP meeting. She said she would let everybody know
because the seniors want to know how they can get in. She thanked Mayor White
for the flowers.
Councilman Camilleri acknowledged the honorees for Women in History and said
we have a ton of good women in the town of Saddle Brook. He wished everyone
Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Councilman Accomando congratulated the honorees and wished the Fourth, Fifth
and Sixth Grade Boys Travel Basketball team the best of luck in their playoff game
this week and wished everyone happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Mayor White said he presented the proposed budget to the Council at the work
session on February 27th, and a budget meeting is scheduled for Monday, March
20th. The proposed budget calls for a slight increase of 1 tax point or $34.43 on a
home with a new assessment of $328,547. This budget includes hiring of DPW
employees to replace retired employees, a police dispatcher, new police vehicles
and replacement of HVAC equipment in some of our buildings without the
necessity to have to go out to bond, also paying off two leases ahead of schedule
which will save us on interest charges.
The Mayor explained just because the assessed value on your home went up,
doesn’t necessarily mean your taxes are going to go up. The letter from Appraisal
Systems said you have to multiply the assessment by the proposed tax rate to
calculate the annual payment. If your property went up less than $40,000, you’re in
pretty good shape. Anything over that – it depends on the value of the house too.
Appraisal systems will be available for the month of March to answer questions
either by phone or if you want to see them in person you can make an appointment
with them, their phone number is on the assessment letter. You can always call
Town Hall to get their contact information.
Mayor White mentioned the tax freeze program for Township senior citizen home
owners who are 65 and over. For requirements and additional information you can
call the state regional information center in Fair Lawn at 201-791-0500 or you can
call our Tax Collector for information on that as well.
Mayor White said he and Mr. Lo Dico met with the Bergen County DPW and the
Parks Commission on February 7th, and they’re going to use inmate labor to rid the
entire length of the Saddle River of debris and get the litter out of the bottom of the
river and de-snag branches and overgrowth. They should be starting in the spring.
Mayor White said we also had a meeting earlier this week with the Bergen County
Shared Services coordinator Tom Richards and we talked about cleaning out the
ditch and the section in the back of those commercial buildings on North Fifth
Street. They’re going to get that done as soon as possible.
3/2/17

73

Mayor White said the DPW has started filling potholes. If there’s anyone that knows
of a pothole that needs to be filled call the DPW at 201-843-3064 or Town Hall.
He explained the town saved some money by joining the Bergen County Aggregate
Energy Procurement Cooperative Pricing System with other Bergen County
municipalities and saved about $6000 on the purchase of natural gas to heat
Township buildings. This is due to joint purchasing leverage and favorable market
conditions during the bid process. We’re now looking at purchasing electric through
the same program to save more money.
Mayor White said the Community Partnership is off to a productive start this year.
We have collaborated with Saddle Brook High School teacher Howard Weinberg
who has recruited students to participate in this program by forming a partnership
club. He has about 60 students willing to help. Members of the partnership are
continuing to successfully provide contacts and resources to our residents in need,
and most recently, with Mr. Weinberg’s help, some students came out to help
shovel out our residents that couldn’t shovel themselves out with the last snow
storm. The partnership is also discussing running a town-wide canned food drive to
replenish the food pantry at First Reformed Church. The program has taken flight,
and members of the community are coming together to support one another.
Mayor White said Mr. Ratajczak made an excellent point about using the bulletin
board to post meeting dates and another good idea was to put Caution Pedestrian
Crossing. He said he also thought it was a good idea about purchasing a bucket
truck. That would be useful, and we would be able to save a lot of money.
Mayor White wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and a Happy St. Joseph’s
Day.
Council President D’Arminio offered the phone number for Appraisal Systems (201410-8391) and wished everyone Happy St. Patrick’s Day and a Happy St. Joseph’s
Day.

ORDINANCES
1.

ORDINANCE #1619-17 – FINAL READING
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT AN ORDINANCE
ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO FIX WATER RATES AND SERVICE
CHARGES AND PENALTIES FOR THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE RIVER (NOW SADDLE BROOK), IN THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN, (REVISION OF 1931), AS AMENDED AND
SUPPLEMENTED

The Council President announced that a motion is in order that this ordinance be
continued to the April 6th 2017 meeting.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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2.

ORDINANCE #1620-17 – FINAL READING
AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY WAGES AND
COMPENSATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEARS 2016 AND 2017

The Council President announced that a motion is in order that the Township Clerk
proceed to give same ordinance a second reading.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Accomando

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
The Township Clerk then reads the Ordinance by title on second reading:
AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY WAGES AND
COMPENSATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEARS 2016 AND 2017
The Council President announced that the motion was in order and that the Public
Hearing on this ordinance be opened.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
Mr. Ratajczak asked if the Council had ever discussed the issue on new hirees so
we don’t have the massive buyouts and expressed concern over new hires being
able to carry massive sick days over and a mass of unpaid time.
Councilman Accomando said it was taken care of. Council President D’Arminio
said yes. Mayor White said through the chair we did reduce the amount. There was
a reduction for new hires; it’s not completely gone away. Mr. Ratajczak asked if we
made our own rule. Mayor White said it’s always been our own rule.
Mr. Ratajczak asked what it was reduced to. Council President D’Arminio said
50%. Mayor White said the state is $15,000 max. Mr. Ratajczak asked what our
max was. Mr. Lo Dico said 50% or 400 days.
Mr. Ratajczak said your chance to do it was when the contract was up. Mr. Lo Dico
said we did. Mr. Ratajczak asked what 400 days at a captain’s salary comes out to
and said companies have it now where you can’t carry nothing over. You use it or
lose it.
Mr. Lo Dico said you accumulate 400 days. The payout for new hires will only be
50% of that. Mr. Ratajczak said that’s still a lot of money. Mr. Lo Dico said it’s
better than 85%. Mr. Ratajczak said anything is better than what we had. We were
giving lottery tickets out. He said he thought we could still trim a little off that and
wondered how long the contract was good for. Mr. Lo Dico said 2020.
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Mr. Ratajczak said you wouldn’t get any resistance from the older guys because
they have it already. There wouldn’t be anybody new, so they’re not even hired yet,
so they wouldn’t even be able to complain.
Mayor White said he begged to differ. We negotiated it and there was resistance.
Mr. Ratajczak said there’s always when there’s negotiations. Mr. Lo Dico said it
was originally 85%, then it was 60, now it’s 50. We also had things that the PBA
gave the Township. It was an exchange.
Hearing no one, the Council President announced that the motion was in order and
that the Public Hearing on this ordinance be closed.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

CR# 317-48
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook that
the ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY WAGES AND
COMPENSATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEARS 2016 AND 2017
does now pass on second and final reading and that the Township Clerk be
directed to advertise said ordinance or Title thereof, in the press, together with a
notice of the date of passage of said ordinance according to law.
Motion: Councilman Cimiluca

Second: Councilwoman Mazzer

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

3.

ORDINANCE #1621-17 – FINAL READING
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE SALARY AND WAGES
OF EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR 2016
AND 2017 (BLUE COLLAR)

The Council President announced that a motion is in order that the Township Clerk
proceed to give same ordinance a second reading.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
The Township Clerk then reads the Ordinance by title on second reading:

3/2/17

76

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE SALARY AND WAGES OF
EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR 2016 AND 2017
(BLUE COLLAR)

The Council President announced that the motion was in order and that the Public
Hearing on this ordinance be opened.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
Mr. Ratajczak asked if crossing guards were Blue or White Collar and Mr. Lo Dico
said they were separate. They’re still part of negotiations.
Hearing no one, the Council President announced that the motion was in order and
that the Public Hearing on this ordinance be closed.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilwoman Mazzer

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

CR# 317-49
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook that
the ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE
BROOK, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE
SALARY AND WAGES OF EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL
STAFF FOR 2016 AND 2017 (BLUE COLLAR)
does now pass on second and final reading and that the Township Clerk be
directed to advertise said ordinance or Title thereof, in the press, together with a
notice of the date of passage of said ordinance according to law.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Accomando

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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4.

ORDINANCE #1622-17 – FINAL READING
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE SALARY AND WAGES
OF EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR 2016
AND 2017 (WHITE COLLAR)

The Council President announced that a motion is in order that the Township Clerk
proceed to give same ordinance a second reading.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
The Township Clerk then reads the Ordinance by title on second reading:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE SALARY AND WAGES OF
EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR 2016 AND 2017
(WHITE COLLAR)
The Council President announced that the motion was in order and that the Public
Hearing on this ordinance be opened.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
Mr. Ratajczak asked if the work week was 35 or 32.5. Mr. Lo Dico said it has been
32.5.
Hearing no one, the Council President announced that the motion was in order and
that the Public Hearing on this ordinance be closed.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilwoman Mazzer

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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CR# 317-50
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook that
the ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE
BROOK, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FIX THE
SALARY AND WAGES OF EMPLOYEES, SERVANTS OR PROFESSIONAL
STAFF FOR 2016 AND 2017 (WHITE COLLAR)
does now pass on second and final reading and that the Township Clerk be
directed to advertise said ordinance or Title thereof, in the press, together with a
notice of the date of passage of said ordinance according to law.
Motion: Councilman Cimiluca

Second: Councilman Accomando

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

5.

ORDINANCE #1623-17 – FINAL READING
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAKING OF VARIOUS
REPAIRS TO THE SANITARY SEWER FORCE MAIN IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $325,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH
BONDS.

The Council President announced that a motion is in order that the Township Clerk
proceed to give same ordinance a second reading.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
The Township Clerk then reads the Ordinance by title on second reading:
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAKING OF VARIOUS
REPAIRS TO THE SANITARY SEWER FORCE MAIN IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $325,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The Council President announced that the motion was in order and that the Public
Hearing on this ordinance be opened.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri
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Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
Mr. Ratajczak asked if this had anything to do with the pipe in Lodi. Mr. Lo Dico
said yes. Mr. Ratajczak said we wound up paying for that even though we had
nothing to do with it. Mr. Lo Dico said it’s our force main. Mr. Ratajczak said but
somebody else damaged it. Mr. Lo Dico said no. This is our force main. Mr.
Ratajczak asked how we made out with the one that the Lodi contractor damaged.
Mr. Lo Dico said that’s a separate issue from this ordinance. This is a break in our
sewer line. Mr. Ratajczak said it has nothing to do with that one over there? Mr. Lo
Dico said not on Main Street, no. Mr. Ratajczak said that one is still going.
Hearing no one, the Council President announced that the motion was in order and
that the Public Hearing on this ordinance be closed.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilwoman Mazzer

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

CR# 317-51
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook that
the ordinance entitled: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE
UNDERTAKING OF VARIOUS REPAIRS TO THE SANITARY SEWER FORCE
MAIN IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK, IN THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $325,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH
BONDS.
does now pass on second and final reading and that the Township Clerk be
directed to advertise said ordinance or Title thereof, in the press, together with a
notice of the date of passage of said ordinance according to law.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilman Accomando

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered routine and noncontroversial by the Township Council and will be approved by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a Council
member(s) so requests it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the
Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. The
one motion signifies adoption of all resolutions, receive and file letters,
correspondence, reports and approval of applications and minutes.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes

* MINUTES
1. February 2, 2017 – Regular Public Meeting

* RESOLUTIONS
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-52
Professional Services Contract-Township Auditor
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a
Township Auditor; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Township Auditor; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., be awarded the professional services
contract to serve as the Township Auditor from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., was previously
appointed Township Auditor to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term
1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., as required
by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Township Auditor within the Township of Saddle Brook; the service
to be rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New Jersey
law; the Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the contract
recipient responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by the
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Evaluation Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement as
Township Auditor.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-53
Professional Services Contract-Township Bond Counsel
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a
Township Bond Counsel; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Township Bond Counsel; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Rogut & McCarthy be awarded the professional services contract to serve as
the Township Bond Counsel from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Rogut & McCarthy was previously appointed Township
Bond Counsel to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17 -12/31/17;
and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Rogut & McCarthy as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Rogut & McCarthy as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Township Bond Counsel within the Township of Saddle Brook; the
service to be rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New
Jersey law; the Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the
contract recipient responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by
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the Evaluation Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement
as Township Bond Counsel.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-54
Professional Services Contract-Tax Appeals Counsel
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for Tax
Appeals Counsel; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Tax Appeals Counsel; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
The Choi Law Group, be awarded the professional services contract to serve
as the Tax Appeals Counsel from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, The Choi Law Group, was previously appointed Tax
Appeals Counsel to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17 12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with The Choi Law Group as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized and
directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with The
Choi Law Group as required by law.
2.This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a need for
a Tax Appeals Counsel within the Township of Saddle Brook; the service to be
rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New Jersey law; the
Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the contract recipient
responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by the Evaluation
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Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement as Tax Appeals
Counsel.
3. Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4. The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and open
process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5. A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.
6. The award of this contract is subject to the certification of availability
of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7. A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract shall be
made available for public inspection as required by law.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-55
Professional Services Contract-Labor Counsel
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a Labor
Counsel; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Labor Counsel; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Capuzzo, PC, be awarded the professional
services contract to serve as the Labor Counsel from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Capuzzo, PC, was previously
appointed Labor Counsel to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17 12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Capuzzo, PC as
required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Capuzzo, PC as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Labor Counsel within the Township of Saddle Brook; the service to
be rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New Jersey law;
the Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the contract
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recipient responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by the
Evaluation Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement as
Labor Counsel.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-56
Professional Services Contract-Planner
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a
Planner; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Planner; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Maser Consulting, be awarded the professional services contract to serve as
the Planner from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Maser Consulting, was previously appointed Planner to the
Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Maser Consulting as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Maser Consulting as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Planner within the Township of Saddle Brook; the service to be
rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New Jersey law; the
Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the contract recipient
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responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by the Evaluation
Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement as Planner.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-57
Professional Services Contract-Risk Manager
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a Risk
Manager; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Risk Manager; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Alamo Insurance, be awarded the professional services contract to serve as
the Risk Manager from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Alamo Insurance, was previously appointed Risk Manager
to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Louis Alamo as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Louis Alamo as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Risk Manager within the Township of Saddle Brook; the service to
be rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by New Jersey law;
the Township did publish a request for qualifications to which the contract
recipient responded; and the contract recipient was recommended by the
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Evaluation Committee to be awarded the professional services agreement as
Risk Manager.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-58
Professional Services Contract-Health Benefits Consultant
WHEREAS, there is a need in the Township of Saddle Brook for a
Health Benefits Consultant; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook previously published a
Request for Qualifications for the position of Health Benefits Consultant; and
WHEREAS, a duly constituted evaluation committee recommended that
Trinity Benefits, LLC, be awarded the professional services contract to serve
as Health Benefits Consultant from 1/1/17-12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, Trinity Benefits, LLC, was previously appointed Health
Benefits Consultant to the Township of Saddle Brook for the term 1/1/17 12/31/17; and
WHEREAS, the Township now wishes to enter into a professional
services agreement with Health Trinity Benefits, LLC as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook as follows:
1.
The Mayor and the Township Clerk be and hereby are authorized
and directed to execute the attached Professional Services Agreement with
Trinity Benefits, LLC as required by law.
2.
This contract is awarded for the following reasons: There is a
need for a Health Benefits Consultant within the Township of Saddle Brook;
the service to be rendered constitutes a professional service as defined by
New Jersey law; the Township did publish a request for qualifications to which
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the contract recipient responded; and the contract recipient was recommended
by the Evaluation Committee to be awarded the professional services
agreement as Health Benefits Consultant.
3.
Compensation for this position shall be as set forth in the
Professional Services Agreement attached hereto.
4.
The within contract has been awarded pursuant to a “fair and
open process” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.
5.

A notice of this action shall be printed in Our Town.

6.
The award of this contract is subject to the certification of
availability of funds by the Township’s Financial Officer.
7.
A copy of this Resolution and a copy of the attached contract
shall be made available for public inspection as required by law.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-59
Resolution:

Approval to submit a grant application and execute a
grant contract with the New Jersey Department of
Transportation for the 2017 Municipal Aid Application
for North 5th Street.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook, formally approves the grant application for the above
stated project.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to
submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2017-FY 2017 NJDOT Trust
Fund North 5th Street-00631 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on
behalf of the Township of Saddle Brook.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to
sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Township of Saddle Brook and their
signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant
agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-60
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook, a Participating Member of Bergen
County Aggregate Energy Procurement Cooperative Pricing System (hereinafter
referred to as #206BCPS, eligible thereby to obtain natural gas and/or electricity
supply services for its own use through one or more contracts to be awarded to
natural gas or electricity suppliers following said bids for natural gas or electricity
supply services pursuant to the aggregation program; and
WHEREAS, the #206BCPS will from time to time during the Effective Period as
defined below solicit bids for natural gas and/or electricity supply service through
an energy aggregation program in which the County of Bergen will act as a Lead
Agency of the #206BCPS in accordance with the “Local Public Contracts Law,”
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11, and the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act,
N.J.S.A. 48:3-49. (“EDECA”) and the regulations promulgated thereunder; and
WHEREAS, the County of Bergen as the Lead Agency for the #206BCPS, will from
time to time during the Effective Period (from date of adoption until the expiration of
the Cooperative Pricing system, hereinafter referred to as “Effective Period”) issue
one or more Requests for Bids for natural gas or electricity supply services on
behalf of the #206BCPS pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law and EDECA;
and
WHEREAS, by joining the #206BCPS, the Township of Saddle Brook agreed to
purchase natural gas and/or electricity needed for its own use during the Effective
Period through any electricity or natural gas supplier(s) awarded a contract, unless
it opts in our out prior to the beginning of a new supply contract in accordance with
the terms of the Cooperative Pricing Agreement previously executed between the
parties, it being understood that the Lead Agency is responsible for compliance
with the provisions of Local Public Contacts Law; and
WHEREAS, the facilitate the award of aggregate supply contracts for gas and/or
electric supply service, the Township of Saddle Brook authorizes the execution of a
new Cooperative Pricing System Agreement, a copy of which is annexed hereto,
which agreement expressly authorizes the Lead Agency to sign a single contract
for natural gas of electricity supply service, as applicable, on behalf of the
Township of Saddle Brook when the Township participates in a procurement,
avoiding the need for each Participating member to sign the agreement with the
suppliers (s); and
WHEREAS, due to significant volatility and the potential for price increases in the
electricity generation and wholesale natural gas market, the procurement model
requires that Participating Members preauthorize the Lead Agency to award
contracts for electricity supply and/or Natural Gas Service in each bid group to one
or more natural gas or electricity suppliers that submit bids which are reasonably
forecasted to provide a pre-determined estimated savings to the Participating
Member based upon its previous natural gas usage and utility-provided Basic
Generation Service rates; and
WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will only award contracts for said natural gas or
electricity services to natural gas or electricity suppliers that submit bids with
pricing that is at least 5% lower than the average price for utility-provided basic
generation service; and
WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will notify the Department of Community Affairs
Division of Local Government Services by mail prior to the issuance a Request for
Bids for natural gas or electricity supply services, with the understanding that if the
Division of Local Government Services does not respond within 10 business days,
it will be deemed to have approved the issuance of the Request for Bids or the
Request for Rebids; and
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WHEREAS, earlier this year, the #206BCPS carried out a procurement for natural
gas supply service, resulting in a 21-month fixed rate for those members of the
#206BCPS that opted to participate; and
WHEREAS, the #206BCPS has begun a new procurement for electricity supply
service; and
WHEREAS, by adopting this resolution, the Township of Saddle Brook elects to
opt in to the current procurement for electricity supply service; and
NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of
Saddle Brook, New Jersey, that:
1. The Township of Saddle Brook hereby opts in to the current procurement for
electricity supply – Bergen County Bid # 17-10 – and binds itself to the
#206BCPS to purchase all electricity needed for its own use during the
Effective Period from the electricity supplier or suppliers awarded a contract
for electricity supply services by the Lead Agency.
2. The Lead Agency of the #206BCPS is hereby authorized to award one or
more contracts, and execute one or more master performance agreements
that obligates the Township to purchase electricity at the terms and
conditions stated therein with the third-party supplier who have been
awarded the contract or contracts by the Lead Agency on behalf of the
participating members of the #206BCPS (or any CPS number to be
assigned in the future), provided further that all such contracts shall be at
prices reasonably forecast and estimated by the Lead Agency to provide
savings to the Township of at least five percent (5%) relative to the price
charged for basic generation service by the public utility company that would
otherwise provide such service .
3. #206BCPS is authorized to continue to bid to obtain electricity supply
services at any time during the Effective Period, including – for example – a
rebid if energy market conditions do not initially lead to a successful bid, on
additional dates to be determined by the Lead Agency; and
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.
5. This authorization provided to the County of Bergen pursuant to the Local
Public Contracts Laws (N.J.S.A. 40 A:11-11(5), Administrative Code
(N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1) shall be valid until the Cooperative Pricing System
Expires. Any rescission or expiration of this resolution shall not affect any
Agreements entered into prior to such rescission or expiration.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-61
WHEREAS, the Homeowner has paid taxes on the first installment 2017 in error on
Block 507, Lot 8; and
WHEREAS, Corelogic has paid taxes on the first quarter 2017; and
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WHEREAS, the Homeowner is entitled to a refund; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Council hereby authorizes the
Treasurer to issue a warrant in the amount of the Tax overpayment to:
BLOCK

LOT

NAME & ADDRESS

YEAR

REFUND

00507

8

Ms. Rhoda Dobrovich
139 Catherine Avenue
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663

2017

$2,517.24

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-62
WHEREAS, over a period of time vehicles towed by authorized towers licensed by
the Township of Saddle Brook have towed vehicles to their places of business, and
WHEREAS, the owners of these vehicles have not paid the tower for towing the
vehicle and/or storage fees for the vehicle, and
WHEREAS, in accordance with R.S. 39:10A-1, these vehicles must be sold at a
public sale on and advertised as such,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township
of Saddle Brook that the following vehicles be sold. Monies from this sale will be
used to offset towing and/or storage fees incurred.
BOB’S AUTO BODY OF 619 MIDLAND AVENUE, GARFIELD, NJ 07026
YEAR

MAKE/MODEL

VIN #

TITLE

2005

FORD FREESTYLE

1FMZK061X5GA42106

GOOD

MINIMUM
N/A

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all costs associated with the auction of the
above vehicles shall be reimbursed by the respective tower listed above.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-63
WHEREAS, The Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L.1987 c.102,
has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to
municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling
programs; and
WHEREAS, It is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and
Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling
programs and to continue and to expand existing programs; and
WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has
promulgated recycling regulations to Implement the Mandatory Source Separation
and Recycling Act; and
WHEREAS, The recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not
limited to making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected
and claimed by the municipality; and
WHEREAS, A resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for the 2016
Tonnage Grant will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling
and to indicate the assent of the Township of Saddle Brook to the efforts
undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling
Act and recycling regulations; and
WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure
the application is properly completed and timely filed.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township
of Saddle Brook that the Township of Saddle Brook hereby endorses the
submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection and designates Joan Ramsey, Recycling
Coordinator to ensure that the application is properly filed; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage
grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the
purpose of recycling.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-64
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook that
the following requisition(s) submitted to the Township Council for purchases over
$2,500.00 be approved providing funds are available:
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DEPARTMENT

COMPANY

ITEM

AMOUNT

RECREATION
RECREATION

FIESTA
NOAH’S ARK PORT-AJOHN
CODY COMPUTER
SERVICES

CORONATION BALL
PORT-A-JOHNS

$22.95/PERSON
$690./MONTH

POLICE

CONTRACTS (2)

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

$10,559.43

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-65
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY THAT THE
PROPER WARRANTS BE DRAWN AND THAT THE ATTACHED BILLS, WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE BILLS NOT APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
COUNCIL, BE PAID TOTALING $17,150.67 PROVIDING FUNDS ARE
AVAILABLE AND ALL BILLS SUBMITTED COMPLY WITH N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-1 ET.
SEQ AND ANY OTHER APPROPRIATE STATUTES.
THESE ARE THE BILLS PAID THROUGH OFF LINE CHECKS
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-66
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SADDLE BROOK, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY THAT THE
PROPER WARRANTS BE DRAWN AND THAT THE ATTACHED BILLS, WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE BILLS NOT APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
COUNCIL, BE PAID TOTALING $3,337,836.37 PROVIDING FUNDS ARE
AVAILABLE AND ALL BILLS SUBMITTED COMPLY WITH N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-1 ET.
SEQ AND ANY OTHER APPROPRIATE STATUTES.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-67
WHEREAS, Malas Builders Corp, 110 Market Street and 15 Bella Vista Avenue,
Saddle Brook, NJ received approval from the Saddle Brook Zoning Board of
Adjustment on July 11, 2016 for preliminary and final site plan approval for Block
617, Lot 1, 2, 3, 4 & 19; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township
of Saddle Brook that the Developer’s Agreement between the Township of Saddle
Brook and Malas Builders Corp, 110 Market Street and 15 Bella Vista Avenue,
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 is approved subject to the Township Attorney and
Township Engineer’s review and acceptance; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign said agreement subject to the above review and acceptance.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEAL ENTITLED
ABRAMSON OBAL, LLC V. TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK AR 433 NORTH
MIDLAND AVENUE, BLOCK 1401, LOT 12 FOR TAX YEARS 2009 THROUGH
2016

CR# 317-68
WHEREAS, Abramson Obal, LLC has filed action with the Tax Court of New
Jersey against the Township of Saddle Brook challenging the tax assessed against
property located at 433 North Midland Avenue and identified on the Township’s tax
maps as Block 1401, Lot 12 for tax years 2009 through 2016; and
WHEREAS, the Township Assessor, the Township Tax Appeal Attorney and
Township Appraiser, after independent review and upon consulting with each
other, is on the opinion that the settlement proposed below is in the best interest of
the Township of Saddle Brook; and
WHEREAS, the Township Assessor, the Township Tax Appeal Attorney and
Township Appraiser, after independent review and upon consulting with each
other, jointly recommends that this matter be settled according to the terms listed
below;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township
of Saddle Brook, Bergen County, New Jersey that the Township Tax Appeal
Attorney be hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to settle this matter according to the following proposed terms:

1) The assessment for tax year 2009 to be reduced from $4,542,200 to
$2,950,000.
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2) The assessment for tax year 2010 to be reduced from $4,542,200 to
$2,850,000.
3) The assessment for tax year 2011 to be reduced from $4,542,200 to
$2,700,000.
4) The assessment for tax year 2012 to be reduced from $4,542,200 to
$2,500,000.
5) The assessment for tax year 2013 to be reduced from $4,154,300 to
$2,600,000.
6) The assessment for tax year 2014 to be reduced from $4,154,300 to
$2,550,000.
7) The assessment for tax year 2015 to be reduced from $4,154,300 to
$2,550,000.
8) The assessment for tax year 2016 to be reduced from $4,154,300 to
$2,600,000.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-69
WHEREAS, the Department of Recreation of the Township of Saddle Brook has
the ability to adopt suitable rules and regulations for the safety and conduct of
persons using recreational facilities and for the preservation of public peace and
order at public events in accordance with Section 5-52 of the Township Code of the
Township of Saddle Brook; and
WHEREAS, the Recreation Director of the Township of Saddle Brook has
recommended the Saddle Brook Recreation Department Rules and Regulations
and the Saddle Brook Recreation Department Goals for Coaches annexed hereto;
and
WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Township of Saddle Brook for the
Township Council to ratify the Saddle Brook Recreation Department Rules and
Regulations and the Saddle Brook Recreation Department Goals for Coaches
annexed hereto;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Council of the
Township of Saddle Brook hereby ratifies the Saddle Brook Recreation Department
Rules and Regulations and the Saddle Brook Recreation Department Goals for
Coaches annexed hereto.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri
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Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-70
WHEREAS, the Township of Saddle Brook has negotiated in good faith with the
PBA Local 102 for a successor employee contract; and
WHEREAS, the Township and PBA Local 102 has reached an agreement on said
contract; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township
of Saddle Brook that it hereby agrees to said contract agreement and authorizes
the Mayor and Township Clerk to sign the contract with PBA Local 102.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

* CORRESPONDENCE
1.

Senator Bob Gordon

To: Council President
D’Arminio

Re:

CR# 217-56 – Support of Blue
Lines

Date:

February 17, 2017
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2.

Thomas Lemanowicz,
Twp. Engineer

Re:

2015 Water and Roadway
Improvements to Wilson & 3rd
Street Payment Recommendation
No. 4

To: Peter Lo Dico, Twp. Clerk

Date:

February 22, 2017

3.

Re:

BCPS206 Natural Gas Supply
Service Bid Award Summary

Date:

February 14, 2017

Michael V. Bellucci,
Office of the County
Executive

To: Peter Lo Dico, Twp. Clerk
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4.

Lt. Thomas Johnson,
SBPD

To: Chief Robert Kugler,
SBPD

Re:

Massage Parlor Application –
Studio 205 Corporate and
Individuals

Date:

February 12, 2017

Studio 205, 205 North Sixth Street, Saddle Brook
Im Yon Chu, 588 Northern Parkway, Ridgewood, NJ 07540
Ying Yu Jin, 10 Henry Avenue, Palisades Park, NJ 07650
Fushan Shen, 340 3rd Street #1, Palisades Park, NJ 07650
Yeong Cho, 329 5th Street, Palisades Park, NJ 07650
In accordance with Township Ordinance #1183, the Detective Bureau was
assigned to conduct an investigation of the above business and the referenced
individuals who filed applications for Masseuse Licenses.
The application for business of Studio 205 and the four (4) above individuals met
all criteria as established by the Township Ordinance. A criminal background check
was conducted on all individuals and no disqualifying incidents were located. An in3/2/17
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house database search was conducted and I found no reported incidents at that
business location within the past year.
I therefore find no reason why these applications should not be approved.
Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to
contact me at any time.

5.

Lt. Thomas Johnson,
SBPD

To: Chief Robert Kugler,
SBPD

Re:

Livery License Application –
Modern Limousine Service

Date:

February 2, 2017

Re:

Mobile Food Vendor Application

Date:

January 27, 2017

Modern Limousine Service
Onur Iskin
180 Burns Avenue
Lodi, NJ 07644

6.

Lt. Thomas Johnson,
SBPD

To: Chief Robert Kugler,
SBPD

Blue-Jay Catering
Arthur Premselaar
40-06 Paterson Street, Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410
In accordance with Township Ordinance #530 the Detective Bureau was assigned
to conduct an investigation of the above referenced business and individual who
filed an application for a mobile food vendor license for operation at Comar, Inc.
141 North Fifth Street, Saddle Brook, NJ.
All required documents were submitted with this application. The application meets
all standards for the police department as established by the ordinance. The owner
of the company holds a valid NJ Driver’s License, and one vehicle submitted with
the application has a valid registration through May 2017.
I therefore recommend that this application be approved at this time.
Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to
contact me at any time.
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7.

Gregory A. Tramontozzi
Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission

To: Mayor White

Re:

Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission – Municipal Rebate
Incentive Program

Date:

February 16, 2017

In May 2003, the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (“PVSC”) established its
Municipal Rebate Incentive Program. The Program is a cooperative effort between
PVSC and municipal Construction Code Enforcement Offices to identify projects
that are subject to a Connection Fee under PVSC’s Rules and Regulations. Since
its inception, this program has helped PVSC control costs associated with the
operation of the PVSC treatment works.
During the past calendar year, PVSC collected $2,757.69 in Connection Fees from
projects referred to PVSC’s Connection Unit by the Township of Saddle Brook. As
a direct result of your cooperation and support of our program we are pleased to
provide Saddle Brook with a check in the amount of $413.66. This amount
represents a rebate of up to 14% of the Connection Fees collected in your
community, with a maximum rebate of no more than $5,000 per project.
Since municipalities have invested funds to construct and maintain the PVSC
treatment works, it is essential that projects seeking connection into PVSC’s
service area contribute their proportionate share. With your continued cooperation
and diligence, this program will remain a benefit to both PVSC and its
municipalities. PVSC appreciates the efforts of you and your staff and looks
forward to another successful year in administering this program with your
assistance. If you have any questions regarding this rebate or our programs,
please call Andrew Caltagirone, Assistance Director of PVSC’s Inspection and
Compliance Bureau, at (973) 817-5710.

* RAFFLES/APPLICATIONS
Public Place
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Subway @ Wal*Mart – 189 Route 46 West – RENEWAL
Buon Giorno Pizzeria – 522 Saddle River Road – RENEWAL
Midland Bagels & Grill – 160 N. Midland Avenue – RENEWAL
Mr. Bruno’s Pizza – 472 Market Street – RENEWAL
Taqueria Los Gueros – 304 Ninth Street – RENEWAL
Donnagio’s – 487 Market Street - RENEWAL

Massage/Physical Therapy
7. Studio 205 – 205 North Sixth Street – CORPORATE – RENEWAL
8. Im Yon Chu – 588 Northern Parkway, Ridgewood @ Studio 205 –
RENEWAL
9. Ying Yu Jin – 10 Henry Ave, Palisades Park @ Studio 205 – RENEWAL
10. Fushan Shen – 340 3rd St. #1, Palisades Park @ Studio 205 – RENEWAL
11. Yeong Cho – 329 5th St., Palisades Park @ Studio 205 - NEW
Livery
12. Modern Limousine Service – 250 Pehle Avenue, Suite 200 – RENEWAL
Mobil Food Vendor
13. Blue-Jay Catering – 40-06 Paterson St, Fair Lawn @ Comar, 141 N. Fifth RENEWAL
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* REPORTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Municipal Court Monthly Report – January 2017
Bergen County Sanitarian Report – January 2017
Hotel Room Tax Revenue report – February 2017
Water Systems Operator Report – January 2017
Water Utility Revenue Report – January 2017
Engineer’s Monthly report – February 2017

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS
Councilman Cimiluca said when we purchase new vehicles, I’d like to see if before
we purchase them we can be advised as to where they’re going to be utilized. That
may go into day to day operations. I don’t want to overstep our bounds, but we are
the money people when it comes time to pay the bills. I think we should be aware
of where these expensive vehicles are being used and who is using them. I think
we had a schedule of all the vehicles and how many miles they had. Mr. Lo Dico
said yes and he would see if we could get that again.
Mayor White said on the chief’s budget it does say which vehicles are being
replaced. Mr. Lo Dico said we used to get a monthly report and he would check
with the Chief on the mileage for each car.

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-71
APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD MEMBER – UNEXPIRED
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook
that
RICHARD TOKOSH
JOHN OCHS DRIVE
SADDLE BROOK, NJ 07663
Is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term on the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a term to expire on December 31, 2018.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-72
APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD MEMBER – FIRST ALTERNATE UNEXPIRED
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook
that
JOSEPH ZOTTARELLI
LANZA AVENUE
SADDLE BROOK, NJ 07663
Is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term on the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a term to expire on December 31, 2018.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes

TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-73
APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD MEMBER – SECOND ALTERNATE UNEXPIRED
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook
that
JASON SIBANI
OXFORD AVENUE
SADDLE BROOK, NJ 07663
Is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term on the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a term to expire on December 31, 2017.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
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TOWNSHIP OF SADDLE BROOK
RESOLUTION

CR# 317-74
APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD MEMBER – THIRD ALTERNATE UNEXPIRED
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Saddle Brook
that
VALERA HASCUP
SCHEPIS AVENUE
SADDLE BROOK, NJ 07663
Is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term on the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a term to expire on December 31, 2017.

Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Roll Call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio - yes
Mayor White said we do have a member on the Planning Board that also is a town
employee, a crossing guard. He said he wasn’t certain, but he spoke with the
Township attorney who interpreted that it affects the Planning Board as well. He
said he would like Mr. Suarez to render an opinion on this regarding both Planning
and Zoning Board members. He asked if being a volunteer fireman and collecting a
stipend, people that are on the fire department, are they excluded from being on
either one of those boards?
Mr. Suarez said preliminarily he didn’t think they were. A volunteer fireman is
separate and apart from being a member of the municipal work force or having a
position with the town.
Mr. Ratajczak asked if they get a stipend from the town. Council President
D’Arminio said Mr. Suarez could answer. Mr. Suarez said that doesn’t necessarily
mean that you’re an employee. A stipend is something that’s different. Mr.
Ratajczak said its Township money. Mr. Suarez said at this point he did not believe
they were even if they are getting a stipend Professionals are not technically
employees, so there are a lot of nuances that are factored into this.
Mr. Ratajczak asked where a crossing guard falls if he’s not in the blue collar or
white collar union. Mr. Suarez said effectively a crossing guard is deemed an
employee of the town for a number of other reasons. There are a lot of factors that
are looked into in these determinations. They’re not automatically cut and dried. He
said on preliminary exam of this he didn’t believe that a volunteer fire person would
be deemed to be a position in the municipality but he would have to look for that
information for definitively.
Council President D’Arminio asked Mr. Suarez to have that at the next meeting. Mr.
Suarez said he would but there’s not a whole lot of case law on these issues.
They’re not frequently litigated. There are only so many cases and they’re kind of
obscure cases that really don’t fall in line with the specifics of this particular
position. We have to draw legal conclusions from what’s been said.
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Mayor White said he brought that up because he knew it was going to be an issue.
It will be raised and he honestly thought they were exempt. Mr. Suarez said he did
not believe they were. He said he talked it over with the Planning Board attorney
and he felt the same way. He said he would provide something in writing if the
Mayor wanted.
Councilman Cimiluca said you’re certain that the crossing guards would not be
eligible to be on the board but you’re not sure about the volunteer firemen.
Mr. Ratajczak said there’s different rules for Planning and Zoning. Mr. Suarez said
for Class IV Planning Board members, that’s what we’re talking about. They can’t
have the position, but his research at this point indicates that for a fireman it
wouldn’t exempt them from being on the boards. Mr. Ratajczak disagreed because
it’s Township money. If they’re receiving any kind of stipend or any kind of
compensation…
Council President D’Arminio interrupted Mr. Ratajczak and asked for a motion to
open the meeting to the public on agenda items only.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilman Accomando

Roll call:
Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes
Regarding resolution # 10 {CR# 317-61} Mr. Sudol, said he didn’t know if this
refund was commercial or residential. Mr. Lo Dico said it was residential, and the
mortgage company and taxpayer paid the same quarter.
Regarding resolution #17 {CR# 317-68} for the tax appeal of Abramson Obal, Mr.
Sudol asked if this was for Bennigan’s property. Council President D’Arminio said
yes. Mr. Sudol asked if these were the people we owe $1.6 million to. Council
President D’Arminio said no. Mr. Lo Dico said that’s a cumulative total that the
assessor was talking about of all the tax appeals. We don’t have specific numbers
yet, but approximately if we settle it will be about a hundred something thousand
less than if we went to court according to the tax attorney.
Mr. Sudol questioned why this appeal is from 2009 to 2016 and why it hasn’t been
paid all these years.
Council President D’Arminio said this is one that Mr. Carlson said is one of the
outstanding ones. Mr. Sudol said it hasn’t been paid for years and asked if it was
about $100,000. Mr. Lo Dico said no and explained if we don’t settle it’s
approximately over $100,000 more if we go to court. He deferred to the attorney on
because we haven’t settled yet.
Mr. Suarez cautioned about openly discussing the specifics of a settlement. If we
can clear it with the tax appeal attorney certainly we can discuss it, but it looks like
these are based on settlement numbers. Mr. Sudol said he was not asking for
exact numbers.
Mr. Ratajczak said suggested pulling it until the exact number was known and
asked how the Council could authorize payment. Mr. Lo Dico said we didn’t
authorize a payment. Mr. Sudol said that’s what the resolution states. Mr. Lo Dico
said this isn’t authorizing payment, this is to tell our attorney that we’re authorizing
a settlement.
Mr. Suarez said basically the refund based on the settlement. You’re talking about
8 tax years, the total looks like $331,800. Mr. Ratajczak asked and if we would
have paid it on time? Mr. Lo Dico said this has nothing to do with paying on time.
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Mr. Ratajczak asked how a bill can sit for seven years. Mr. Lo Dico said it’s not a
bill, it’s a tax appeal.
Mr. Sudol asked if Abramson Obal is the same people who owned Caldwell
Avenue – the senior complex. Council President D’Arminio said Obal is. Mr. Sudol
said these people seem to be hitting a home run all over town. They paid zero
taxes on a property on Caldwell, and now it looks like we’re going to lose another
major tax appeal to the same people.
Councilman Camilleri said what happens here is a lot of times we make a
settlement out of court, and we have to rely on what our professionals tell us. You
make that settlement based on what he’s telling us, and he’s saying you’re going to
spend more money in courts in tying it up, so it’s like cut your ties here, cut your
losses here and move on.
Mr. Sudol said he understood what Councilman Camilleri was saying but that
building is a brick build building and they paid zero taxes on that building. How can
that possibly be?
Councilman Camilleri said the meeting is open just for the agenda items only. Mr.
Sudol apologized. He said he just wanted to make sure that was the same family
because they seem to be cleaning up here around town.
Mayor White said through the chair that the Council authorized the tax appeal
attorney to settle. The tax appeal attorney will settle on a number, but it still has to
come back whenever that settlement is made and then they have to authorize the
payment. We have to authorize them to even go before the appeals court and say
yes, the town is willing to settle this case as opposed to not settle. We’re already in
settlement proceedings, but it’s to basically say the town is in agreement that they
want to settle, and the figure, whatever that is, they are close on that figure. We
could still turn around, if the attorney comes back, we can still say we feel
differently, we’re not going do it, we’re not bound by that. Things could change.
They could come in with a higher number than they originally said.
Mr. Ratajczak disagreed and said it shouldn’t even hit this paper. If you people
don’t have a settlement made out yet, it shouldn’t even be brought out here on a
resolution because you don’t have any idea. You don’t even know if it’s going
through or not. All of these other ones, you have dollar amounts and what you’re
paying, you’re authorizing to pay. That’s what that means. You’re authorizing, but
when you’re authorizing something and you don’t have a dollar amount you didn’t
come to an agreement yet. So you’re putting the carriage in front of the horse.
You’re not doing it properly.
Mr. Suarez said through the chair, they do have information, the only problem is
that some of the information is litigation privileged, and it can’t be totally discussed
in the open.
Mr. Ratajczak said we’re not getting no deals from this guy. He hangs us out all the
time. He’s not giving nothing away. He asked again how it could sit for six years.
Councilman Accomando said it’s actually nine years but we weren’t here.
Mr. Ratajczak said these tax appeals should be paid the year they’re filed. It’s that
simple. You don’t go on owing people hundreds of thousands of dollars and carry it
over because it gets passed from one administration to the next to the next to the
next. It just sits here.
Councilman Accomando said that’s obviously what happened. Mr. Ratajczak said
that’s not the proper way to run a business or to run a town. Councilman
Accomando said it’s been in litigation for nine years, it’s time to pay before we go
over our heads. Mr. Ratajczak said we can’t beat these people. We don’t have the
fire power to beat them. We’re over matched. They’re professionals. We’re not.
We’re not in the tax appeal business and that’s how they eat us up. He mentioned
negotiating the contract with A&S and that we didn’t get a guarantee from them, a
failsafe thing for commercial appeals. He said again this should not be approved
until there is an exact number.
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Councilman Cimiluca said when they file a tax appeal, there is a process. It takes a
while. He said I would venture to say that because they are being balled up
together that you’re actually saving money than if you would have paid them
individually year by year by year.
Mr. Ratajczak said the budgets never balanced. Councilman Cimiluca said the
budgets balanced. Mr. Ratajczak said you’re carrying things over.
Seeing none, Council President D’Arminio asked for a motion to close the meeting
to the public.
Motion: Councilman Camilleri

Second: Councilman Accomando

Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes
Council President D’Arminio asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion: Councilwoman Mazzer

Second: Councilman Camilleri

Councilman Cimiluca - yes
Councilwoman Mazzer - yes
Councilman Camilleri - yes
Councilman Accomando - yes
Council President D’Arminio – yes

Meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________
Peter Lo Dico, RMC CMC
Township Clerk

Approved: April 6, 2017

_____________________
Karen D’Arminio
Council President
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