
QUARTERLY UPDATE 

OCTOBER -DECEMBER 2021 

 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

Overview 

 

Our state and country are amid an unprecedented rise in cases of COVID-19, driven largely by 

the highly transmissible Omicron variant. December has been the heaviest amount of new positive 

cases in Saddle Brook and statewide since we began keeping track of cases back in March 2020. 

Thankfully, we are not defenseless. Our vaccines are safe and highly effective at protecting people 

from serious illness and death, and boosters provide optimal protection. 

 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that Omicron now accounts for the majority 

of COVID-19 cases in the United States. The CDC advises that the Omicron variant appears to 

spread more easily than previous variants. The good news is that our vaccines protect against 

severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection with the Omicron variant, however, 

breakthrough infections in people who are fully vaccinated are occurring. The latest research 

emphasizes that booster shots provide the strongest protection against Omicron. 

 

Increases in hospitalizations and deaths typically lag behind new cases causing concern that a 

large number of new cases could lead to an upsurge of new patients that threatens to overwhelm 

hospitals. This has prompted the federal government to direct military medical staff to stand ready 

to deploy to hospitals in need. 

 

Given the continued evolving public health emergency and the increasing presence of the 

Omicron variant, the township has taken action to protect the health and safety of our employees 

and residents by implementing protocols requiring face coverings in township facilities. As of 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021, and until further notice, anyone entering any township building is 

required to wear a face covering, regardless of vaccination status, except where a disability 

prevents such use. Signage will be posted at all entry/exit doors. The senior center will be closed 

for January 2022. All activities are canceled except senior bus rides for doctor visits only. Our 

schools are currently open and only allow virtual learning for students infected with COVID-19. 

For up-to-date information, go to our township website: www.saddlebrooknj.us 
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Vaccines 

 

COVID-19 vaccines are safe, effective, and free. If you have questions or concerns about getting 

a vaccine, the CDC has prepared a helpful informational webpage backed by the latest research 

and data (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-cov/vaccines/index.html). Accurate vaccine 

information is critical and can help stop common myths and rumors. Everyone age 5 and older 

who lives, works, or studies in New Jersey is eligible for a vaccine.  

 

Studies show that protection from initial vaccination may become less effective over time at 

preventing infection or milder illness. Booster doses provide necessary additional protection 

against this waning immunity, especially against the new Omicron variant. It is recommended 

that everyone age 16 and older get a booster shot if it has been at least two months since their 

one-dose Johnson & Johnson shot or at least six months after completing their two-dose Pfizer or 

Moderna vaccine series. At this time, only the Pfizer vaccine is authorized and recommended for 

adolescents aged 16 and 17. 

 

Eligible individuals may choose which vaccine they receive as a booster dose. Some people may 

have a preference for the vaccine type that they originally received and others may prefer to get 

a different booster. Recommendations by the CDC allow for this type of mix and match dosing 

for booster shots. You can learn more about where, how, and when you can get vaccinated and 

boosted by going online https://covid19.nj.gov. You can also reach the state vaccine hotline at 

855-568-0545 between 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM daily to speak to a trained operator.  

 

Other Actions  

There are four things individuals can do to help protect themselves from COVID-19. Get, 

vaccinated, get boosted, wear a mask in a public indoor setting, and consider taking a test before 

gathering. Rest assured that local, county, state, and federal governments are working together in 

this battle. Access to free testing is expanding, vaccine and booster capacity is increasing, and 

treatment of the virus is continuously improving.  

 

Recently, the CDC shortened the recommended time for isolation for individuals with 

asymptomatic cases of COVID-19 from 10 days to 5 days, followed by 5 days of wearing a mask 

when around others. The CDC continues to recommend 10 full days of isolation for individuals 

with symptomatic infections. The N.J. Department of Health has established a partnership with 

an outside medical service to offer free, at-home testing to all residents. Learn more about this 

initiative and order a test kit for free by going online at https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-

information/testing-and-treatment/how-do-i-get-a-free-at-home-covid-19-saliva-test. 

 

If you need assistance finding food, paying bills, or with other essential services, please call 211 

to speak to someone who can help or visit www.NJ211.org. You can also contact Bergen County 

Social Services at 1-833-416-8773 (8:00 AM – 8:00 PM) seven days a week or visit: 

https://www.co.bergen.nj.us/departments-and-services/human-services. 
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BUDGET 

 

Township Audit – 2020 

 

By government auditing standards, an audit report of township financial statements for 2020 was 

issued by an independent auditor, Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A. The report was 

reviewed, and recommendations were considered by the township council on October 5, 2021 

work session and certified at the October 7, 2021 council meeting. The audit has been posted on 

the township website at www.saddlebrooknj.us. 

 

Bond Ordinances 

 

Number 1711-21: Authorizing the making of various public improvements and the acquisition 

of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the Saddle Brook Water Utility 

for $780,000; Number 1712-21: Authorizing the undertaking of various sanitary sewer system 

improvements for the township appropriating the sum of $475,000 to pay the cost thereof; 

Number 1713-21: Authorizing the acquisition of a new police communications system for the 

township appropriating the sum of $580,000 to pay the cost thereof. 

 

Preparation for 2022 Municipal Budget  

 

Business Administrator Peter LoDico and I will be scheduling budget hearings with department 

heads in early January 2022. The department heads were instructed to complete budget 

worksheets for their projected fiscal requirements for 2022. Each department was asked not to 

exceed the state-required spending cap for budget appropriations.  

 

2022 Temporary Budget 

 

Township Business Administrator Peter LoDico and I have reviewed the operational budget 

requests of township department heads. A temporary budget was prepared and adopted by the 

township council at the January 4, 2022 reorganization meeting. The temporary budget is 26.25 

percent of our yearly 2021 municipal budget. We will be working with our township auditor and 

chief financial officer to prepare a permanent budget for introduction at the March 2022 council 

meeting. 
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GRANTS 

 

Grants Awarded 

 

FY21 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

 

The township has been awarded $156,644 for handicapped accessible improvements to our new 

municipal building construction project. Two projects were included in the original application, 

Priority #1: Barrier Free Improvements to New Municipal Complex ($260,000) and Priority #2: 

Congress Street Roadway Improvements ($227,700). 

 

FY21 New Jersey Office of Attorney General (NJOAG) Body-Worn Cameras Grant  

 

The Saddle Brook Police Department will be receiving $81,520 reimbursable via request through 

2025. The NJOAG awarded all grant recipients approximately $2,038 per camera requested to 

cover the cost of cameras and related equipment and storage solutions. Our grant writer 

successfully submitted the application requesting funds for 40 cameras.  

 

New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) FY22 Municipal Aid Program 

 

The township has been awarded $216,000 for Cambridge Avenue improvements. This program 

encourages municipalities to fund projects that promote and support walking and biking in their 

communities. A construction contract must be awarded within 24 months from the date of award 

notification. 

 

FY20 FEMA AFG-S COVID-19 Supplemental Round II 

 

The Saddle Brook Fire Department was recently awarded a second FEMA AFG-S award in the 

$1,828 award for personal protective equipment (PPE) items related to COVID-19.  

 

Pending Grants 

 

FY22 Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

 

Our grant writer successfully submitted this application on behalf of the Saddle Brook Fire 

Department (SBFD) on December 15, 2021, for $12,959.35. The SBFD has requested turnout 

gear consisting of dry suits, all-terrain boots, and rugged water wear gloves. This grant focuses 

on enhancing the safety of the public and firefighters concerning fire and fire-related hazards. 

This program provides financial assistance directly to eligible applicants for critical training and 

equipment.  
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FY22 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
 

Our grant writer successfully submitted two priority applications on December 10, 2021. 

Applications consist of Priority #1: new municipal elevator for $240,000; Priority #2: Congress 

Street for $227,000. The CDBG program is used for a wide range of countywide, regional, 

municipal, and social service quality of life improvements targeted principally toward low-to-

moderate income and special needs residents throughout Bergen County. It is relative to the 

annual allocation the Bergen County Division of Community Development receives.  
 

Congressional Community Projects Appropriations 

 

To meet the needs of communities in New Jersey’s various congressional districts, congressional 

offices have accepted community project funding requests for the fiscal year 2022. Specific 

community projects and requests were submitted covering a variety of programs, from housing 

to health, to education, to transportation to public safety. An application was submitted for costs 

associated with the new municipal complex generators and township water and sewer upgrades. 

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Fire Prevention and Safety (FP&S) 

 

Our grant writer submitted this grant application on behalf of our volunteer fire department for 

$9,350 for a smoke alarm installation and home inspection project for Saddle Brook senior 

citizens. The objectives of the FP&S Program are to provide critically needed resources to carry 

out fire prevention education and training, fire code enforcement, fire/arson investigation, 

firefighter safety and health programming, prevention efforts, and research and development.  

 

FY2021 NJ Division of Community Affairs Local Recreation Improvement Grant (LRIG) 

Program 

 

Our grant writer successfully submitted this grant for $113,850 for a Splash Park at 55 Mayhill 

Street. The LRIG is a new state program allowing for local municipalities and school districts to 

apply for funds to upgrade recreation sites, such as parks, town pools, etc. This is a competitive 

grant that supports the improvement and repair of public recreation facilities including parks and 

recreation centers. Awards were originally expected in mid-June of 2021, however, due to the 

large volume of applications, award announcements cannot be determined at this time. 
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NJ Department of Transportation (NJDOT) FY22 Safe Streets to Transit 

 

The goal of this program is to promote increased usage of transit by constructing safe and 

accessible pedestrian linkages to transit facilities. Examples of the type of eligible work which 

can be funded under this program include intersection safety improvements; safety enhancements 

for pedestrian access to transit stops; traffic control devices that benefit pedestrians; traffic 

calming measures; pedestrian signals and push buttons at key intersections; pedestrian-oriented 

lighting; and major sidewalk reconstruction. Projects within a half-mile radius of a transit facility 

are given priority.  

 

NJ Office of Attorney General Bolstering Police Youth Trust (BPYT) Program 

 

Our grant writer successfully submitted this grant on behalf of the Saddle Brook Police 

Department for $16,058.00. The requested funding is to offset annual costs associated with the 

department’s Law Enforcement Against Drugs school education campaign as well as the pilot 

implementation of a one-two week youth training academy for 6th and 7th graders during the 

summer of 2022. The purpose of the BPYT program is to support community organizations and 

local law enforcement agencies in the development and implementation of innovative community 

policing initiatives with youth engagement as a priority. 

 

NJDOT - Safe Routes to School 

 

Our grant writer submitted this grant in October 2021 for $214,418.77. The proposed project aims 

to create a safe walking and bicycling environment for students by constructing the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and bike rack installation, crosswalk installation, reconstruction and 

improvements to existing crosswalks, detectable warning surfaces, and sidewalk improvements. 

The inclusion of such improvements aids in minimizing hazards and accidents both vehicular and 

environmental.  

 

Grant Work / Funding Opportunities 

 

FY 2022 First Quarter Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation 

 

Our grant writer is preparing the application for this grant and will be resubmitting the Saddle 

Brook Volunteer Ambulance Corps request for $15,349 in funding for LUCAS chest compression 

devices. The Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation offers quarterly grants to first responders 

for life-saving equipment up to $25,000. Fire departments and police departments are also 

encouraged to apply. 
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Fire Station Construction Grants Act (FSCGA) 

 

This federal legislation will help construct new fire stations for America’s firefighters. FSCGA 

would authorize $1 billion in fire station construction grants administered by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency for modifying, upgrading, and building fire and emergency 

medical service (EMS) department facilities, including local fire and EMS stations and fire 

training facilities. More information is forthcoming and our township grant writer will be closely 

monitoring this grant opportunity. 

 

Department of Defense (DOD): Law Enforcement Support Office (LESO) 1033 Program 

 

Our grant writer successfully coordinated with Saddle Brook Police Captain James Galbo to 

enroll in the LESO 1033 Program. The township authorized enrollment in an endorsement 

resolution on December 2, 2021. The LESO program facilitates the transfer of certain excess 

DOD property to law enforcement agencies, providing them with the critical equipment needed 

to keep communities and officers safe. The only costs incurred by the municipality are for 

shipping if equipment cannot be picked up. Available equipment can include but is not limited to 

vehicles, office furniture, kits, and supplies. Enrollment is ongoing and must be reapproved yearly 

by the governing body. 

 

Unfunded Grants 

 

2021 COPS Hiring Program (CHP) 

 

Our grant writer had submitted an application on behalf of the Saddle Brook Police Department 

for $125,000 to offset the cost of hiring one police officer. The township received notice that our 

application was denied.  

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

Community Partnership Committee (CPC) / Access for All 

 

The CPC continues to collect food for the Saddle Brook Food Pantry. Drop boxes are located at 

the town hall and the senior center. We worked with the Lodi Moose to supply residents in need 

with Thanksgiving dinners. I met with Dollar General Manager Nitin Parika and employee 

Barbara Macko of Saddle Brook to receive toys that were donated by their patrons to the CPC. 

The toys were made available at the town hall so that residents who needed assistance could 

choose gifts for their family or someone they know who needed help.   

 

 

 

 
7 of 12 

 



 

Mayor’s Youth Group (MYG) 

 

The MYG helped out at the Annual Trunk or Treat event and also donated service hours at the 

Saddle Brook Senior Halloween Party. Members attended the Tri-centennial Park Bench 

Dedication Ceremony and closed the event by decorating a Christmas tree at the park. The MYG 

ended the year with a holiday pizza party and received the list of homes that registered for the 

Holiday Home Decorating Contest. For the New Year, the group plans on voting for new officers 

and will review the calendar of events for 2022.  

 

Flood Mitigation Committee  

 

The committee met twice during the fourth quarter of the year. We have submitted our application 

to be included in the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Community Rating 

System (CRS) and National Flood Insurance Program. The township is awaiting acceptance into 

the CRS, which will give us a rating based on various factors that include educating and preparing 

the community for a flood event. All municipalities start with a rating of a 10 and as information 

is submitted and tasks are accomplished and documented, the rating improves. The township will 

need to work together with our department heads to gather and document the necessary 

information to submit to FEMA. As our rating improves our residents will receive a reduction in 

their flood insurance premiums.  

 

In mid-November 2021, Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission began cleaning and de-snagging 

the Saddle River from the Red Mill in Paramus to Essex Street in Lodi. They should be completed 

in early January 2022. On Monday, November 29, 2021, Councilman David Gierek, Business 

Administrator Peter LoDico, and I met with representatives of Lodi, Garfield, Rochelle Park, and 

Wallington to discuss ways that we can work together to help mitigate flooding in the towns along 

the Saddle River. The flood committee plans to meet monthly and anyone interested in 

participating can contact my office at 201-587-2903 or Business Administrator Peter LoDico at 

201-587-2909 

 

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

NOTE: MOST EVENTS ARE PHOTOGRAPHED AND RECORDED. THE 

RECORDINGS ARE BROADCASTED ON OUR TOWN (PUBLIC ACCESS) TV,          

CH. 77 – CABLEVISION, CH. 38 – VERIZON FIOS. THE PHOTOS AND RECORDINGS 

ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE TOWNSHIP WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE. 
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UNICO Street Fair – Sunday, October 3rd 

 

I want to thank the Saddle Brook UNICO for hosting another great street fair and helping bring 

our community together for a day of entertainment and socializing with friends and neighbors. 

There were food and merchandise vendors, local businesses, and civic organizations providing 

information, and amusements, and rides for children. Thank you also to Saddle Brook Police 

Department, Fire Department, Ambulance Corps, and Department of Public Works for their 

assistance.  
 

Senior Halloween Party – Thursday, October 28th 

 

The Saddle Brook seniors had a great time at their Annual Halloween Party at the VFW. Most of 

the seniors dressed in costume and it was a nice night of fun, music, dancing, good food and, 

treats. The night also included a costume contest with gifts and prizes for the winners. It was a 

great way to welcome the fall season and get ready for a happy, spooky Halloween! Thank you 

to Council President Karen D’Arminio, Senior Director Joe Lecce and Secretary Christine 

Genuario for their assistance in planning and organizing the event. Also bus driver Howie 

Rofofsky and Sandi Goodwin. The assistance of Mayor’s Youth Group members who helped 

serve food was most appreciated. 
 

Trunk or Treat – Saturday, October 30th 

 

The township council and I want to thank all who attended and volunteered at the Halloween  

Trunk or Treat, held outside at the new municipal building construction site. The event was well 

attended and a fun-filled afternoon of trunk or treaters dressed in amazing costumes. We want to 

commend the Project and Activities Committee, Mayor’s Youth Group, and Secretary Christine 

Genuario for all their assistance in planning and organizing the event. Special thanks to 

Committee Chairwoman Shannon Accomando and Councilman Todd Accomando for taking the 

lead role and working hard to make the event a great success and memorable occasion. 
 

Holiday Tree Lighting and Party – Friday, November 25th 

 

The Township hosted the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 55 Mayhill Street, the soon-to-be 

home of the new municipal complex. We truly appreciate Mr. Frank Ortega and the High / Middle 

School Band for their attendance and outstanding performance. Thank you to Council President 

Karen D’Arminio, Shannon Accomando, and Christine Genuario of the Projects and Activities 

Committee for planning & organizing everything. They did an awesome job creating a very 

special and memorable event. Thanks as well to the members of the Mayor’s Youth Group who 

helped out, as well as those from our public works department and the police department who 

were assigned to assist. A big thank you to Pastor Christopher Wolf of First Reformed Church 

and Rev. Bruce Janiga of Saint Philip the Apostle Church for delivering prayers. Special thanks 

to Joe Schilp & Debra Cannariato as Santa & Mrs. Claus and our fire department for transporting 

them from the North Pole.  
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Dedication of Benches at Tri-Centennial Park - Saturday, December 4th  

 

Park benches were dedicated at Tri-Centennial Park at the corner of Saddle River Road and Platt 

Ave. The following five benches were dedicated: 1) Mrs. Nancy Gara in loving memory of her 

late husband Paul J. Gara; 2) Donated by and for Anthony and Marjorie Gatto; 3) TLC Plus 

Childcare in loving memory of Emil Ciliento; 4) Donated by and for the Mazzer and Ciliento 

families; 5) Dedicated to the residents of Saddle Brook by Councilman Todd Accomando and 

family.  Thank you to the sponsors and all those that helped make the ceremony a special event, 

especially Councilwoman Karen D’Arminio, Business Administrator Peter LoDico, and Christine 

Genuario, and Shannon Accomando of our Projects and Activities Committee. 

 

Senior Holiday Party – Monday, December 13th 

 

Members of our Saddle Brook Senior Club and the AARP Chapter had a holiday party at the 

Venetian Banquet Hall in Garfield. They enjoyed delicious food and a fun afternoon of dancing 

and laughing with friends. I want to personally thank Senior Center Director Joe Lecce, Council 

President Karen D’Arminio and secretary, Christine Genuario, for all their hard work in planning 

and organizing the event. Special thanks to Nina from Teri’s Florist for donating flower 

centerpieces. 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Road Resurfacing 

 

Mayhill Street Phase 2 

 

An application for funding for FY 2021 under the New Jersey Department of Transportation 

(NJDOT) Municipal Aid Program has been submitted to resurface Mayhill Street from the Route 

80 bridge to Market Street. The township was awarded $200,000. Our township engineer is 

preparing the bid documents. The plans are nearly complete and will be forwarded to NJDOT 

shortly for their review. The plan is to send the project out to bid in spring 2022 for construction 

later in the year so that it does not interfere with the ongoing work at the new municipal complex 

construction site. 

 

2021 Road Program Phase 1 

 

Steinway Road, Burgess Drive, and George Street were completed in late September 2021. A few 

minor punch list items remain. 
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2021 Road Program Phase 2 

 

This road resurfacing program consisted of Wilson Street and South Broadway. Bids were 

received on August 26th. The project was awarded to Frank Macchione on September 2. Work 

commenced on September 27th. The roads were milled and overlayed on November 17th and 

18th. All work has been completed except punch list items.  

 

Hobson Avenue Water Main Replacement  

 

Our township engineer submitted a proposal for engineering services for the replacement of the 

water main on Hobson Avenue. The engineer is in the process of preparing plans, which will also 

include resurfacing the road after the water main installation is complete. 

 

2022 Road Program 

 

The township uses criteria for choosing streets to be resurfaced. After inspection and careful 

consideration by the township engineer and DPW Superintendent Robert Hicswa 

recommendations will be made to the township council and the streets most in need of repair will 

be chosen to be part of our annual 2022 road resurfacing program. 

 

Municipal Complex – 55 Mayhill Street  

 

The project is in the construction phase of retrofitting/renovating 55 Mayhill Street (formerly 

Home Depot) to a much-needed civic center and municipal complex that includes municipal 

offices, court, firehouse, and ambulance headquarters. Construction began in July 2021 and is on 

schedule for a July 2022 completion. We began updating residents on the construction progress by 

posting photos on the township website. There is a special section on the township website that keeps 

residents updated with the ongoing construction, which includes photos and a description of the work 

being done. 

 

Other Projects 

 

Police Building HVAC Improvements 

 

Our township engineer is preparing bid documents to replace the rooftop unit that currently 

handles HVAC for the first floor. Plans are complete and will be forwarded to the township 

council for approval and authorization to move forward with the project.  
 

 

 

 

 
11-12 

 



Sanitary Sewer Infrastructure Improvements 

 

Our township engineer has submitted a proposal to assist the township in obtaining funding for 

this project along with improvements to the Midland and Mayhill pump stations. The effort will 

include the preliminary design necessary as part of the funding request. 

 

Midland Avenue Water Main Replacement 

 

Our township engineer has submitted a proposal for engineering services to transfer several 

services on Midland Avenue currently connected to Garfield’s water main, to Saddle Brook’s 

water main. Part of this main was installed as part of the first phase of the Grande Project on Van 

Bussum Avenue. This project will also include an extension of that main from President Street to 

Outwater Lane. 

OTHER 

 

The township hosted our Annual Halloween and Christmas Home Decorating Contests. 

Participants were asked to register with the township and display their home decorations and 

lights during a specific period so that members of the Mayor’s Youth Group could view and judge 

them. Photographs were taken of each home entered in the contest and they were posted on the 

township’s Facebook page and website. The top three contestants received a gift certificate from 

the township. Congratulations to the winners! 
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